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'93 Reviewed 

'Makes Me 
Wanna 
Holler... 


By Cheryl Devall 

CHICAGO - This has been 
quite a year for all of us. The sis¬ 
ters got there knocks early and of¬ 
ten. From law professor Lani Gui- 
nier's big dis' from President 
Clinton, ably abetted by the op-ed 
pundits, to die graceless response 


Photos, top from left: Toni 
Morrison, Bob Maynard, Toni 
Joseph. Bottom, from left, 
Thurgood Marshall, Arthur Ashe, 
Dizzy Gillespie. 


Nobel Prize winner Toni Morri¬ 
son received from her canon- 
bound fellow winner Saul Bellow 
("Let’s just say I was surprised," 
was his reply to the 1993 litera¬ 
ture prize), to the rhythmic bar¬ 
rage of insults against black wom¬ 
en in subgenres of rap music 
(remember when only Santa Claus 
said, "Ho, Ho, Ho'?). And during 
this year we lost, early and unex¬ 
pectedly, some beloved col¬ 
leagues, including 

Continued on next page 
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Budget update 


Balance before 

July 1993 issue 
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$1,571 

Expenditures, 

July to December 
issues Printing, 
postage, supplies 

$ 1,306 

Balance before 

January 1994 issue 

$ 265 
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Former dean and film 

The new movie. Six Degrees of 
Separation, starring "Fresh Prince" 
Will Smith in his film debut, has a 
Columbia J-school connection. 

USA WEEKEND (12/3-5) noted 
that Smith plays the role of hustler 
David Hampton, who in 1983 talked 
his way into the homes of WNET 
president John Jay Iselin and Co¬ 
lumbia J-school dean Osborn Elliott 
Hampton said he was Sidney Poiri¬ 
er's son, a friend of their own kids, 
and had been mugged. 

He later served 21 months in 
prison for stealing from both homes. 



Makes Me Wanna Holler 

Continued from front page 


Dallas Morning News writer and 
tireless Black Alumni Network 
contributor Toni Joseph, and inde¬ 
pendent filmmaker Jackie Shearer, 
who helped produce "Eyes on the 
Prize II." 

But looking back, this die-hard 
feminist finds herself concentrat¬ 
ing on the brother. It's been a hell 
of a time for them too. 

This year in review brings to 
mind a vivid memory from April 
in Los Angeles, the weekend that 
two convictions and two acquittals 
for the police who beat Rodney 
King prompted not a riot but a 
massive relaxation unusual for any 
U.S. city. (My favorite post¬ 
verdict line, from a homeboy in 
the Nickerson Gardens project: 
"Come one o'clock. I'm going to 
Disneyland!") It was one of die 
few times in '93 that it seemed 
possible to revel in the kind of 
peace that was as elusive to Amer¬ 
icans at home as it was to Ango¬ 
lans, Haitians, Somalians and 
South Africans. 

In a Los Angeles church before 
homilist Jesse Jackson took to the 


Photo: Michael Jackson. 


pulpit, a male ensemble sang, in 
goregous, close harmony, "Jesus 
is the Cornerstone." The musical 
in into their faces and wonder at 
where these brothers had been - 
and to marvel that they had sur¬ 
vived to this point. 

This year reminded us often of 
the odds against black men hop¬ 
ing to reach a healthy, productive 
middle age. And some of those 
who had gotten there, and made 
the most of it, were taken away. 
Before the first two months of 
1993 were done, we lost tennis 
star and human rights activist Ar¬ 
thur Ashe; the father of gospel 
music, Thomas Dorsey; jazz gen¬ 
ius and goodwill ambassador Diz¬ 
zy Gillespie; Beatrice-TLC chief 
and philantropist Reginald Lewis, 
and civil rights pioneer, retired 
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall. Not long after, former 
OaklandTribune publisher Rob¬ 
ert Maynard, a friend and mentor 
to many black journalists, joined 
the departed company. 

The passing of these men, each 
in his way irreplaceable, seemed 
to underscore the terrible erasure 

Continued on back page 
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Jobline 

Gannett Suburban Newspapers in 
White Plains, N.Y. is seeking 
communitjreporters, a photo 
editor and lifestyles page design- 
er/teeneditor. Contact Laura 
Schwed, assistant managing edi¬ 
tor, Gannett Suburban Newspa¬ 
pers, 1 Gannett Drive, White 
Plains, N.Y. 10604. (914) 694- 
5118.... The Syracuse Universi¬ 
ty School of Public Communica¬ 
tion is looking for an assistant/ 
associate professor to teach elec¬ 
tronic media production and writ¬ 
ing. Sumit detailed vita, evidence 
of professional and academic 
achievement and the names of 
four references to Peter Moller, 
Newhouse School of Public Com¬ 
munication, Syracuse, N.Y. 

132xx. ... The Alumnae Associ¬ 
ation of Smith College is seeking 
an assistanteditor to assist with 
the production of the Smith Alum¬ 
nae Quarterly. Responsiblities: 
Editing class notes, news and fea¬ 
ture writing, training volunteers, 
copy editing, proofreading and 
supporting association events and 
programs. Submit letter of appli¬ 
cation, resume and a brief descrip¬ 
tion of the mission of the alumnae 
magazine to: Editor, Smith Alum¬ 
nae Quarterly, Alumnae House, 

33 Elm St., Northampton, MA 
01063. ... WHYY 91FM, Phila¬ 
delphia, is looking for a promo- 
tionproducer for TV program¬ 
ming. The successful candidate 
would develop, write and edit all 
on-air spots and will handle all 
phases of on-air promotion. Re¬ 
quired: two to four years' TV pro¬ 
motion experience. Send resume 
and non-returnable cassette to: 
Maureen Pilla, WHYY, 150 N. 
Sixth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19106. 

... The State University of New 
York is looking for a coordinator 
of development services. The 
successful candidate serves as the 
technical resource person in the 
office of university relations; col¬ 
lects and analyzes campus devel¬ 
opment data and generates 



Melvin Earl McMIchael 
reports; provides planned giving 
support services to the campuses, 
and serves as liaison to constitu¬ 
ent groups. Send letter of applica¬ 
tion and resume by Jan. 14 to 
Gladys Gould, director of person¬ 
nel and affirmative action, State 
University of New York Central 
Administration, Room S-125, 
State University Plaza, Albany, 
N.Y. 12246. ... The University 
of New Mexico Media Arts Pro¬ 
gram is looking for two assistant 
professors: Film scholar special¬ 
izing in Latin American and 
Third World cinema and film 
scholar specializing in relations 
between film/video and other 
arts, such as painting, photogra¬ 
phy, music, architecture, theater, 
dance and literature. Send letter, 
curriculum vitae and three letters 
of recommendation to Ira S. 

Jaffe, chair of search committee, 
media arts program. College of 
Fine Arts, University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 
87131. FAX (505) 277-0708. 


B.A.N. People 

Jovita Moore, '90, moves to 
WMC-TV, Memphis, Tenn. as an 
anchor/reporter from KFSM-TV 
in Fort Smith, Ark. ... Earlene 


Jovita Moore 

McMichael, '87, and her hus¬ 
band Eugene Rutherford, wel¬ 
comed their son, Melvin Earl, 
into the world on Sept. 9. Since 
then the couple has decided to 
make it truly a family affair. Last 
November, Mel. Sr. joined the ad¬ 
vertising staff of the Kalamazoo 
(Mich.) Gazette , where Earlene is 
a higher education reporter. Ear- 
lene's husband was hired to ini¬ 
tiate a special project involving 
developing alternative advertising 
and marketing vehicles for area 
businesses beyond traditional 
newspaper advertisements. ... 
James McBride,'80, is back 
from his Japan tour. He was with 
the troupe performing the musical 
Bobos, which is based on his 
award-winning newspaper article 
about urban kids and sneakers. 
McBride and family moved from 
Brooklyn to Rockland County, 
N.Y. 


We want to 
hear from you 

Let us know when you 
move, change jobs, reach 
milestones or just want to 
bring news to our attention. 
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1993 reviewed 

Continued from page 2 

of potential that many of us re¬ 
corded in our work this year. In¬ 
stead of a cure, we observed the 
emergence of AIDS as a leading 
killer of young African- 
Americans, right alongside fire¬ 
arms. And too often, young people 
were the agents of violent crimes 
against tourists in Florida, against 
one another at school, against 
their elders in every city. 

WHEN THE celebrity of Mi¬ 
chael Jordan could not shield his 
father from a murderer's bullet, 
the rest of the world was reminded 
of what we already knew - that 
despite a reported decline in the 
rate of violent crime, there's an 
ominous sense that no one can 
hide from the violence. 

That fear, many New Yorkers 
claim, is what drove them to elect 
a get-tough mayor - although it's 
impossible to ignore the degree to 
which racial polarization pushed 
David Dinkins out of office. On 
the same day, across the river in 
New Jersey, the intimation that 
the presumably Democratic Afri¬ 
can-American vote for governor 
could be supressed with "walking 
around money" had strategists 


from both parties scrambling to 
justify their interpretations of po¬ 
litical business as usual. 

IT WAS particularly ironic 
that these events took place almost 
exactly 10 years after Harold 
Washington's election in Chicago 
had ushered in what once looked 
like an era of hope. This year, the 
most hopeful transition may have 
taken place in Detroit, where 
weary but resilient voters picked 
Dennis Archer to succeed veteran 
Coleman Young - believing per¬ 
haps, that they've been down so 
long any change looks like up to 
them. 

Many of us old enough to re¬ 
member "cute little" Michael 
Jackson winced this year at the 
public spectable of his self- 
destruction. And we ached even 
more - tom between allegiance to 
the First Amendment and love for 
our people - as we saw previous 
musical warnings against self- 
destruction blown away in the 
marketplace by gangsta rap. 

LIFE IMITATED art as two 
performers were arrested on the 
kind of charges they and their ho- 
mies have been rapping about: 
murder for Snoop Doggy Dogg, 
assault and attempted rape for Tu¬ 
pac Shakur. As the year turns, the 


art is provoking the much-needed 
discussion - over the extent to 
which the music influences and 
mirrors the ways we relate to one 
another, the high-powered promo¬ 
tion of a narrow and ugly image 
of African-American life, and the 
barrier between generations exac¬ 
erbated by one strain of a rich and 
energetic varied hip-hop culture. 

THERE ARE some glim¬ 
mers of hope arriving with the 
new year, including the Unity '94 
convention (black, Hispanic, 
Asian-American and Native 
American journalists) in Atlanta 
and the administration of the first 
African-American president of 
National Public Radio, Delano 
Lewis. 

I'm also anticipating Nathan 
McCall's book about his journey 
from criminal activity to the staff 
of The Washington Post. It's ti¬ 
tled after the Marvin Gaye song, 
"Makes Me Wanna Holler 
(Throw Up Both My Hands)." 

A suitable resolution for the 
coming year may be to figure out 
what else, aside from hollering, 
we can do. 

- The writer is a 1982 
Columbia journalism graduate 
and a correspondent for 
National Public Radio. 
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Meredith Lewis, 
broadcast journalist, 
dies at age 52 

PITTSBURGH - Meredith Wil¬ 
son Lewis, 'J-72, who recently 
joined a college faculty to teach 
journalism, died Dec. 27 of a 
brain aneurysm. He was 52. 

Mr. Lewis was teaching jour¬ 
nalism at LaRoche College, an in¬ 
dependent Catholic College in the 
North Hills of Pittsburgh (B.A.N., 
12/93). He was also doing re¬ 
search for a TV documentary on 
Afro-Canadians who volunteered 
for the Union Army during the 
Civil War. Mr. Lewis' great-great¬ 
grandfather, Dr. Anderson Abbott, 
was one of eight black doctors in 
the Union army. 

Mr. Lewis 
was bom in 
Chicago. He 
worked as a 
city hall re¬ 
porter for the 
Chicago 
Daily 
Defender 
then went to Newsday on Long 
Island. He was drafted to Viet¬ 
nam. He served two years as a 
captain in the Army Signal Corps. 

After his discharge in 1968 he 
completed undergraduate studies 
at the University of Illinois. There, 
he met his wife Darlene. In 1972 
he earned a masters at Columbia. 

One of Lewis' television jobs 
was at WPXI in Pittsburgh in the 
mid '70s. "He was willing to go 
anywhere, anytime, to do any¬ 
thing," said Dee Thompson, a re¬ 
porter who worked with Lewis. 
"He liked the excitement of it. 

Continued on next page 


'He wanted 
to be where 
history was 
being 
made' 
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An expanded second edition of The Black Women's Health Book: Speaking 
For Ourselves (The Seal Press, 396 pages, $16.95) was released this month. 
It is edited by Evelyn C. White, '85. The first edition sold 32,000 copies. 


Makeover at B.E. 

Giving readers a more user-friendly magazine 


NEW YORK - Black Enter¬ 
prise magazine's January issue in¬ 
troduced a new design which re¬ 
veals bold but traditional 
typefaces, clean yet precise spac- 
ings, sharp and distinctive graphic 
representations, all folded into the 
newly revamped and more effi¬ 
ciently organized editorial presen¬ 
tation, said the editor. 

"In the same manner that our 
January cover story offers readers 
new directions and advice for 
making fresh starts in their careers 
and personal finances, the editors 
and art directors have given a nec¬ 
essary facelift to Black Enterprise 
to better position the publica¬ 
tion to address the growing de¬ 


mands and diverse interests of 
these same readers, said Sheryl 
HilliardTucker,J-'82, editor-in- 
chief. 

"Today's busy executive re¬ 
quires a lot from its publications, 
especially consistency of informa¬ 
tion and timely data. The rede¬ 
signed Black Enterprise presents 
this in a comprehensive and user- 
friendly package, customized to 
our readers' specific interests. 

"We should emphasize, howev¬ 
er, that the core coverage of our 
magazine remains unchanged: en¬ 
trepreneurial, business and corpo¬ 
rate news and trends; personal fi- 

Continued on back page 
















Black Alumni Network February 1994 


Page 2. 


Goldensohn Fund 

A message from Jim Dwyer, J- 
'80: 

Ann Pappert has written dozens 
of major newspaper and magazine 
articles, been a consultant to 
ABC-TV, produced programs for 
public TV and radio here, in Can¬ 
ada and Britain. 

But nothing prepared her for 
the trouble she would face when 
she decided to write a book about 
the brave new world of baby¬ 
making in the laboratory. 

"It is just shocking how hard it 
is to get any support if you are a 
free-lance writer," she reports, 
"especially if you choose to be 
controversial. 

"I chose to question the ethics - 
and the value - of in vitro fertili¬ 
zation, and I found there's virtual¬ 
ly nowhere to go for money. You 
can't survive long enough to re¬ 
search a book, let alone write it." 

Luckily for Ann Pappert, the 
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Dick Goldensohn Fund chose her 
project as one of the six we fund¬ 
ed in 1993. Her book Cruel Prom¬ 
ises, is now scheduled for publi¬ 
cation this spring by Simon & 
Schuster. 

But her point underlies our 
mission - there are precious few 
editors or publishers who are will¬ 
ing to risk even survival money, 
unless your project is "entertain¬ 
ing." 

This was true 10 years ago, 
when Dick Goldensohn, J-'80, 
was an independent reporter, and 
it's even more true now, eight 
years after Dick's untimely death. 

We hear from scores of grant 
applicants every year, all looking 
for that support, some of them 
needing a few hundred dollars to 
finish their project, some with a 
worthy project whose total cost is 
less than $2,000. 

With money contributed to the 
Fund in Dick's memory, we were 
able to help some of these people 
get published. 

It makes us especially proud, 
since most of us work in the me¬ 
dia, to be able to help reporters 
who are determined to say things 
that - in A. J. Liebling's memora¬ 
ble phrase - comfort the afflicted 
and afflict the comfortable. 

And as I look over some 45 ar¬ 
ticles and books strew across my 
desk - every one of them bearing 
the words "Funded by the Dick 
Goldensohn Fund -1 can't help 
but think of the big, warm grim 
they would bring to Dick's face. 

Send contributions to: 

The Dick Goldensohn Fund, 

175 Fifth Ave., Suite 2245, 

New York, N.Y. 10010. 

Or call (212) 362-1161. 

Little room at the top 

RESTON, Va. - Despite a gain 
of three publishers and six execu¬ 
tive editors last year, people of 
color in senior-level newspaper 
positions remain at the bottom 
rung of the management ladder. 

Continued on back page 


Meredith Wilson Lewis 

Continued from front page 
"He wanted to be where history was 
being made.” From 1976-84, Mr. 
Lewis was a correspondent for NBC 
Nightly News and Today. Lloyd 
Siegel, who was domestic producer 
then, remembered Mr. Lewis' grace 
under pressure. Mr. Lewis got ideas 
and information by monitoring Eng¬ 
lish-language broadcasts on short¬ 
wave radio. He built his first radio 
when he was a young child, said Dar¬ 
lene Lewis. 

After NBC, Mr. Lewis worked in 
Japan as a producer for USA Cable. 
He did free-lance stories in Japan, the 
Philippines and Vietnam for Canadi¬ 
an and Australian television and the 
Voice of America. Mr. Lewis later 
became a correspondent and produc¬ 
er for World Monitor, an internation¬ 
al TV news program on the Monitor 
Channel in Boston. He left to follow 
his wife's career, she is a hospital 
vice president. 

In addition to his wife, Mr. Lewis 
is survived by daughters Malika and 
Kali, and a sister, Helen Rivers of 
Chicago. 

Donations may be made to the Ma¬ 
lika and Kali Lewis Custodial Educa¬ 
tion Fund, Mellon Bank, 837 Free¬ 
port Road, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15238. 

- The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

provided information for this article. 
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Jobline 


The nation's leading business 
magazine for African-American 
executives and entrepreneurs is 
seeking businessjournalists 
with solid magazine writing and 
reporting skills to join our award¬ 
winning staff. The ideal candidate 
for the senior editor spot should 
have 3 to 5-plus years of daily 
newspaper or 
magazine wri¬ 
ting, editing 
experience 
plus 1 to 2 
plus years of 
staff manage 
ment or supervisory experience. 
Also desired: Good time- 
management, people-management 
and project management skills. 
The job requires an assertive self¬ 
starter with a passion for jazzy 
writing and in-depth business re¬ 
porting. Candidates for the staff 
writer position should have 2 to 3 
plus years of newspaper/magazine 
writing and reporting experience, 
with a strong emphasis on busi¬ 
ness coverage. 

All candidates: Send your re¬ 
sume, a cover letter telling us why 
you're right for the job, and a 
broad range of clips demonstrat¬ 
ing your ability to handle busi¬ 
ness/management strategy stories 
and personality profiles to: She¬ 
ryl Hilliard Tucker, '82, editor- 
in-chief, Black Enterprise, 130 
Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 

10011. ... Oxfam America has 
an opening in its education, out¬ 
reach & communications depart¬ 
ment for a 
press coor¬ 
dinator. 

Help de¬ 
velop media 

contacts and 26 West Street | 

ensure max- Boston, MA 02111-1206 1 

imum publi¬ 
city for the agency's programs and 
image. This full-time position re¬ 
quires at least 2 years journalism 
or public relations experience and 
demonstrated experience writing 


.Oxfamt 
America i 



Reginald Stuart 


and editing press materials. 

Send a cover letter and resume 
to Oxfam America, Recruitment 
Committee-PRESS/J, 26 West St., 
Boston, Mass. 02111-1206. 

B.A.N. PEOPLE 


Esther Iverem, '83, has a book 
of poetry scheduled for release in 
March. It is The Time: Portrait of 
a Journey Home (Africa World 
Press). Iverem is a writer with 


"The first comprehensive and impartial 
history of NABJ's beginnings." - St. 
Louis Journalism Review.... "Pains¬ 
takingly researched ... scholarly and 
reverential... It's a good read." - Multi¬ 
cultural Link. ... "Dawkins details the 
good, the bad and the ugly of these pio¬ 
neering journalists in a precise fashion 
that provides the reader with the founda¬ 
tion for understanding the struggles of 
black journalists." - African American 
Literary Review Fort Worth. 

Black Journalists: 
The NABJ Story 

By Wayne Dawkins 

$12.95. Available in bookstores. 

August Press ISBN 0-9635720-0-8. 



Gayle Pollard Terry 


New York Newsday. ... George 
Daniels, '70, says he is working 
on a major writing project for one 
of the key agencies of the United 
Methodist Church, dealing with 
ways to strengthen black United 
Methodist churches as they head 
into the 21st century. ... This 
month Los Angeles Times edito¬ 
rial writer Gayle Pollard Terry, 
'73, is scheduled to write opinion 
from the newspaper's Washington 
bureau. She's moving East to join 
her husband Mike, who is now a 
sportswriter with The Washington 
Post. ... Reginald Stuart, '71, 
has a perspective piece in this 
month's Emerge that is required 
reading for First Amendment 
watchers: "First Amendment: 
Friend and Sometimes Foe." Stu¬ 
art examines the struggle to pro¬ 
tect free speech but cope with ob¬ 
scene and hateful expression 
from, for example, rappers and 
white supremacists. 


We want to 
hear from you 

Let us know when you 
move, change jobs, reach 
milestones or just want to 
bring news to our attention. 
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Outstanding 

students 

sought 

Education Prof. Larry Singleton 
of the University of Massachusetts 
Darthmouth seeks recommenda¬ 
tions of outstanding students for a 
national Who's Who Among 
Black College Students that he is 
planning to publish. 

Eligible students must demon¬ 
strate Academic. Creative or 
Leadership accomplishments. 

Send recommendations and 
supportive data to: 

Dr. L. Singleton, University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth, Educa¬ 
tion Department, North Darth¬ 
mouth, MA 02747. 


NYC reception 

The Ninth Annual Black Alum¬ 
ni Reception is Thursday, Feb. 17, 
6-9 p.m., First Floor Lobby, The 
Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside 
Drive at 120th St., New York 
City. 

It is sponsored by the Office of 
Alumni Affairs and Development, 
Columbia College and the Black 
Students' Organization, Columbia 
University. 

CaU (212) 870-2766. 


Black Enterprise 

Continued from front page 

nance and money management ad¬ 
vice, and career guidance and life¬ 
style tips. The redesign recognizes 
these broad divisions more effi¬ 
ciently along departmental lines, 
thus making them readily accessi¬ 
ble to readers who prefer to select 
specific areas of interest." 

The front of Black Enterprise 
has been reorganzied into four dis¬ 
tinctive departmental units: 

• NEWSPOINTS, which com¬ 
bines "In the News," "Washington 
Page," "Economic Perspectives," 
and "Facts and Figures." 

• ENTERPRISE absorbed the 
"Making It," "Small Business 
News," and "Tech Watch" col¬ 
umns. 

• MONEYWISE, formerly "Per¬ 
sonal Finance," offers a broader 
range or investment strategies, 
stock tips and money management 
ideas. Rather than fo-cusing solely 
on products, Moneywise will ex¬ 
amine the strategies for building 
personal wealth. 

•POWERPLAY, which encom¬ 
passes the former "One the 
Move," and "Networking" sec¬ 
tions, offers winning career strate¬ 
gies to help black professionals 
master the new and fluctuating 
rules of the workplace. 


Black Enterprise, in its 24th 
year of publication, boasts a sub¬ 
scriber base of 258,000 and a 
readership of 2 million. 

Little room at the top 

Continued from page 2 

representing only 2 percent of the 
estimated 5,000 newsroom man¬ 
agers at the nation's approximate¬ 
ly 1,525 dailies. 

A study conducted by the Na¬ 
tional Association of Minority 
Media Executives shows there 
were 101 senior supervisors in 
1993, a 6.9-percent increase over 
the 94 counted in 1992. 

NAMME Chairwoman Wanda 
S. Lloyd, senior editor, USA To¬ 
day, said on release of the report 
that "while we are encouraged by 
the gain in managers who are peo¬ 
ple of color, we must continue to 
voice loudly the need for this in¬ 
dustry to do better. 

"Newspaper companies need to 
understand that 2 percent of top 
managers does not begin to ad¬ 
dress the needs of the multicultu¬ 
ral society we live in and the 
readership we must attract and ad¬ 
equately serve." 

NAMME, founded Dec. 14, 
1990, is a multiracial organization 
of senior media executives. 

Call (703) 709-5245. 
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Wilson fund 30 percent short of permanency 

First award was given to a current student 
Donations still being sought to meet $25,000 target 


By Wayne J. Dawkins 

Contributions to establish an 
endowment fund in memory of 
Sylvia Wilson stands at 70 percent 
of a $25,000 goal, said Columbia 
University journalism officials. 

The officials added that the 
Wilson family awarded some of 
the contributions in the form of a 
scholarship to a current J-school 
student. 

Bruce Kaufmann of the Alumni 
and Development office ex¬ 
plained: Last fall about $20,000 
was raised by the Wilson family, 

J-Alumni and members of the 
New York Association of Black 
Journalists. At the NYABJ awards 
program in December a $2,500 
scholarship was awarded to Vale¬ 
rie L. Williams. Williams is a stu¬ 
dent in the 1993-94 class. 

The Sylvia Wilson fund balance 
as of Jan. 31 was $17,500. 

Since December, said Kauf¬ 
mann, "there have been no fund 
raising activity I know about." 

If an additional $7,500 is raised 
it can establish a permanent en¬ 
dowed fund at the J-School. 

This would be unlike annual 
gifts which could dry up if spon¬ 
sors withdraw. 

Kaufmann noted that the 
$25,000 minimum to establish an 
endowment is the lowest on the 
Columbia campus. 

Other professional schools set a 
$50,000 minimum. 

The fund raiser said the modest 
J-school target is set to encourage 
donations. 



Sylvia Wilson graduated from the 
J-school in 1985. She was a 1984 
Yale graduate. 

Ms. Wilson was copy editor at 
The New York Times. She died 
of brain cancer on Feb. 1, 1991, at 
the age of 28 after a 3 1/2-year 
struggle. 


Her colleagues said they were 
touched by her professionalism 
and growth, but perhaps most of 
all, strengthened by the determina¬ 
tion and dignity that Ms. Wilson 
showed throughout her ordeal. 

The J-school has also received 
several donations in memory of 
Toni Y. Joseph, 'J-'86. Ms. Joseph, 
31, last July died of complications 
following a massive heart attack. 

A writer with The Dallas 
Morning News and a frequent 
contributor to Emerge magazine, 
Ms. Joseph was rising as a leading 
chronicler of the African- 
American condition. To date, con¬ 
tributions total $300. 

Tax-deductible donations to the 
Sylvia Wilson or Toni Joseph 
funds can be sent to Bruce Kauf¬ 
mann, director of Development 
and Alumni Relations, Columbia 
University Graduate School of 
Journalism, Room 709A, Journal¬ 
ism Building, New York, N.Y. 
10027. Questions can be directed 
to Kaufmann at (212) 854-3864. 



■ i I n i i i 


Shade magazine, "where it's about attitude!," it announced in a 
holiday notecard, is to debut this month. 

The card depicted a photo of two men and a woman resting the 
palms of her hands on each bare back. Oh, her back was bare too. 
The message read: ho-ho-tude, hosanna-tude, umoja-tude, 
shalom-i-tude, bah humbug-i-tude. 

Sheryl E. Huggins, J-'91, is one of the principal editor/creators. 
Shade is located at 636 Broadway, Suite 214, New York, N.Y. 10012. 
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Annual reader 

Also, help us revive 

Jobline and B.A.N. People re¬ 
main the most read features of 
this newsletter, according to a sur¬ 
vey of readers last fall. 

We received seven replies from 
at least 300 surveys mailed to Co¬ 
lumbia Journalism alumni and 
other people who work in media. 

From six categories readers 
were asked to pick the two cate¬ 
gories they read the Black Alum¬ 
ni Network newsletter for most. 

Jobline and B.A.N. People re¬ 
ceived five votes, Media Industry 
. news four votes, J-school news 
and NABJ coverage received two 
votes each. 

Datelines received one vote. 
Datelines is a column written on 
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survey results 

a popular feature 


what it is like inside a newsroom 
and outside in the community it 
covers. 

The feature has been dormant 
because of a drop in submissions. 
We would like to revive it. 

At least four of the seven sur¬ 
vey respondents were in the age 
36-45 range. 

Average experience: 13 years. 

Three or less than half of the 
respondents were Columbia J- 
school alumni. 

We have been taking this sur¬ 
vey for the last four years to 
measure reader interest and needs. 

Of course you don't have to 
wait for us to ask you how you 
feel. Feel free to write to us. 


’Traffic circle 
of knowledge’ 

Need journalistic rules of the 
road for trips on info highway 

Here are excerpts from Dean Joan 
Konner's winter letter to alumni: 

We are completely computer¬ 
ized, thanks to you and others, but 
not networked. We can’t afford it 
yet. All students are hooked into 
E-mail and the School now regu¬ 
larly communicates that way. 

Even the faculty, including me, 
took data access instruction this 
fall. Cyberspace is truly fantastic, 
and I haven't even lifted off. 

We are still using three-quarter 
inch cameras for television teach¬ 
ing, but we now also have 20 Hi8 
cameras as well. We hear that 
next year, everything is going dig¬ 
ital - computers, cameras, audio, 


Continued on the back page 
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Jobline 


KUNM Radio at the University 
of New Mexico 
is looking for 
a general man¬ 
ager. Main re¬ 
sponsibilities 
include admin- Theumv^tvofNew m^co 

istration of fiscal activities, man¬ 
agement of regular and volunteer 
personnel and serving as a liaison 
with university organizations and 
the general public. Minimum 
qualifications: Master's degree 
with at least five years of broad¬ 
casting experience. 

Desired: Experience in a multi¬ 
cultural setting. A record of 
acheivement with volunteerism 
and eclectic and varied program 
formats. 

To apply, send a letter of inter¬ 
est identifying areas of experi¬ 
ence; resume; names of five pro¬ 
fessional references before April 
10 to: 

Everett M. Rogers, search 
committee, c/o Vivian Valencia, 
Scholes Hall 226, The University 
of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 

NM 87131-1001. 

Telephone (505) 277-2611. 


The State University of New 
York in Albany 
is looking for a 
Community 
Relations 
Assistant, 

University 
Recruitment 
Publications. Required: One to 
three years professional experi¬ 
ence demonstrating an ability to 
initiate and oversee printed pro¬ 
jects; excellent personal commu¬ 
nications and writing skills; strong 
proofreading and editing ability. 



Send letter of application, re¬ 
sume and writing samples ASAP 
to Gladys Gould, SUNY, Central 
Administration, Room S-125, 
SUNY Plaza, Albany, N.Y. 
12246. 



James McBride 

B.A.N. PEOPLE 

James McBride, '80, and his 
wife Stephanie are the proud par¬ 
ents of Jordan Benjamin McBride, 
born, Dec. 12. James McBride has 
been working on several music 
projects. Last fall he was on a Na¬ 
tional Endowment for the Arts 
panel judging entries for opera 
and musical theater. ... Wayne 
Dawkins, '80, is an assistant me¬ 
tro editor at the Camden/Cherry 
Hill, N.J. Courier-Post. He was 
an editorial writer from 1988-93. 
He continues writing a weekly 
Op-Ed column. ... A note to the 
editor from Evelyn C. White, 

'85 : "Thanks so much for promo 
of my book ( The Black Women's 
Health Book, new expanded edi¬ 
tion, Seal Press). "The book con¬ 
tinues to do well. I'm really glad 
that the project is completed. Now 
I can move on to other things. 

"Still grieving the loss of Ms. 
Toni Y. Joseph. I mention her 
death in the new introduction to 
my book. I don't think her death 
will ever be real for me. Her spirit 
was so large. Guess that's the gift 
she left us."... Lisa Diane Cox, 
'92, and Robert Fleming, '81, 
are among the contributing writers 
to the Quarterly Black Review of 
Books, which began publication 
last fall. Valerie Wilson Wes¬ 
ley, '82, reviewed the children's 
book, Where Do We Go From 
Here? in the Winter issue. 


Peek at 
the past 

Five years ago, 

Black Alumni Network, 

March 1989 

"Unlike many Miami whites 
and Hispanics who are already 
sticking their heads back into the 
sand, I'm convinced it more than 
a desire to loot motivating those 
black Miami youths. I saw those 
smiles, and the looks in their 
eyes. 

"I talked to a group of Vietnam 
vets sitting in the park (in Liberty 
City) playing chess, and was, 
frankly, amazed at how alienated 
they are, not only from Miami's 
white leaders, but from the black 
ones as well. 

" 'This wasn't a racial riot, this 
was a cultural riot,' said a 35- 
year-old security officer for the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

"He said he only sees black 
politicians 'when it's time to vote. 
"They come out here saying 'don't 
do this. Do that.' 

"Looking me in the eyes, he 
asked, 'Have you ever been here 
before?' 

"Other than the previous night, 
when I passed through rather 
quickly with my car windows 
rolled up, I had not. I didn't even 
know the name of the park." 

- Commentary by Dan 
Holly, '85, from "A rude 
awakening ... Miami Herald 
reporter discovers how simply 
being black may not be enough" 


We want to 
hear from you 

Let us know when you 
move, change jobs, reach 
milestones or just want to 
bring news to our attention. 
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'Traffic circle 
of knowledge' 

Continued from page 2 

the works - and interactive. 

One of our graduates. Josh 
Schroeter, '91, who after gradua¬ 
tion first worked at NBC News 
and then at Time Warner, sent us 
a message from out there. 

He is now on staff part-time as 
an adjunct teaching television, but 
also researching and developing 
was for the school to plug into the 
new media. 

Someone is going to settle the 
new frontier, and we'd better be 
there to safeguard and secure the 
core values of a free responsible 
press. 

What with the commercial and 
technological powers that be, we'd 
better be on the bandwagon or the 
train will leave without us. 

How's that for mixing meta¬ 
phors? Boat/wagon/train - they're 
all converging. 

Even in the university, I keep 
saying in speeches that "journal¬ 
ism is the traffic circle of knowl¬ 
edge.” We simply must connect 
the roads in our thinking. 


Scholarship deadline nears 

March 31 is the deadline for ap¬ 
plying for National Association of 
Black Journalists scholarships. 

Applicants entering their sopho¬ 
more, junior, senior or graduate 
school year are eligible for $2,500 
awards. A dozen awards were 
made last year. 

Contact NABJ 11600 Sunrise 
Valley Drive, Reston, Va. 22029. 
Or call (703) 648-1270. 



PRINCETON, N.J. - The Dow 
Jones Newspaper Fund is inviting 
colleges and universities to apply 
for a portion of $10,000 in grants 
available to assist in training high 
school journalism teachers in 
desktop publishing, newspaper 
staff diversity and the First 
Amendment. A maximum of three 
colleges and universities will be 
selected to receive maximum 
grants of $3,500 to offer courses 
to inexperienced teachers during 
summer 1994. Proposals must be 
postmarked by March 31. 

Call (609) 452-2820. 



The convention registration 
packets have been mailed. NABJ 
is encouraging early registration. 
An April 1 deadline promises a 
$50 savings off the $275 registra¬ 
tion price for members. The regu¬ 
lar pre-registration deadline is 
June 17. On-site registration in 
Atlanta is $475. 

An estimated 6,000 news peo¬ 
ple from America and abroad are 
expected to participate July 27- 
31. 

Joint regional conference 

The spring regional conference 
of NABJ regions 2 (N.Y., N.J., 
PA.) and 3 (Va., Md., Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., Del., W. Va.) is April 
1-3 at the Hillside Inn in East 
Stroudsburg, Pa. 

Contact Region 2 director Ar¬ 
thur Fennell at WCAU-TV, City 
Line Avenue & Monument Road, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19131. 
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New SPJ president 

Stuart's vision: Make professional 
development training more inclusive 


Black 

Alumni 

Network Newsletter 

Volume 14 Number 4 


By Lisa Rhodes 

WASHINGTON - If talent, de¬ 
termination, humility and a will¬ 
ingness to serve others are keys to 
professional success, Reginald 
Stuart has opened the door. 

Stuart, a 1971 Columbia J- 
School alumnus, and assistant 
news editor in the Knight-Ridder 
newspaper bureau here, is expect¬ 
ed to be elected the first African- 
American president of the Society 
of Professional Journalists (SPJ) 
in September. The Society is the 
largest organization of working 
journalists in the country, with 
100 professional and 200 college 
campus chapters nationwide. 

Stuart now serves as president¬ 
elect. "I feel like I earned a lot of 
it on merit," he says. "Every job 
(held in SPJ) has been hard." 

Stuart has been an active mem¬ 
ber of SPJ for almost a decade. In 
1985 he volunteered to work as 
the national chairman of the socie¬ 
ty's minority affairs committee. 
Four years later he was elected di¬ 
rector at-large of the organization. 
He was also appointed chairman 
of the legal defense fund and 
worked to raise money to defend 
journalists in legal battles. In 1992 
Stuart was elected secretary- 
treasurer and managed the organi¬ 
zation's finances.Stuart became 
president-elect last September. 

"I got involved (with SPJ) be¬ 
cause I wanted to help," says Stu¬ 
art, noting that professionals often 
join organizations with the hope 
of attaining a senior-level posi¬ 
tion. "I like helping other people 


who I think want to succeed more 
than I do." If Stuart wins the pres¬ 
idency he intends to help the Soci¬ 
ety "push forward" in its commit¬ 
ment to affirmative action in the 
news media. 

"A lot of people (in SPJ) are 
committed, but we have to get in 
gear. The Society can do a lot 
more in terms of carrying out spe¬ 
cific ideas to improve the pres¬ 
ence and participation of minori¬ 
ties in the media," Stuart said. 

A top priority will be to in¬ 
crease the Society's professional 
development program and to 
make them available to more jour¬ 
nalists across the country. Stuart 
also hopes to increase the diversi¬ 
ty of the organization's member¬ 
ship. Currently, 5 percent of SPJ's 
membership are people of color - 
half of which are Afiican- 
American. 

Stuart has been an active mem¬ 
ber of the National Association of 
Black Journalists for more than a 
decade. He has served on NABJ's 
print task force and this year he is 
chairman of Knight-Ridder's 
steering committee for the Unity 
'94 convention in Atlanta. 

Stuart says Knight-Ridder is a 
major funder of the professional 
development workshop program 
for the convention. 

Stuart joined Knight-Ridder 
Newspapers in 1987 when he was 
hired at the PhiladelphiaDaily 
News to be its national affairs 
correspondent based in Washing- 

Continued on back page 



Reginald Stuart 


Spring alumni meeting 

The Columbia Journalism Alumni 
Association spring meeting is Fri¬ 
day, May 6, 6 p.m. at Low Memorial 
Hall on the Columbia campus. 

This year's distinguished alumni 
recipients are Daphne Laridn, 75, 
contributing editor of Parenting 
magazine and specialist in the sub¬ 
ject of children with disabilities; 
Robert H. Phelps, '50, editor of Nie- 
man Reports; Dick Schaap, '56, re¬ 
porter, editor and broadcaster, and 
Claire Sterling, '45, author of five 
books on terrorism and international 
intrigue. 

Newspapers in prison 

On April 7, PBS will present 
Newspapers in Correctional Educa¬ 
tion, the first of a two-part videocon¬ 
ference. The spring session is called 
"Newspapers as a Motivational 
Tool." 

It is produced by PBS, Newspaper 
Association of America Foundation, 
the Business Channel, Correction 
Education Association in prison and 
Maryland Public Television. 
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Peek at 
the past 

Ten years ago, 

Black Alumni Network, 

April 1984 

"In private converstations with 
reporters (Jesse) Jackson has referred 
to Jews as 'hymies' and to New York 
as 'Hyrmetown " 

- Washington Post, Feb. 13,1984. 

Jackson's remarks turned into 
festering wounds that ultimately 
tainted his extraordinary presiden¬ 
tial campaign. 

Editorials have criticized him 
for his slurs. Letters to the editor 
continue to pour into daily news¬ 
papers. Some readers say Jack¬ 
son's slurs revealed his anti-Semi¬ 
tism; but others have continued to 


praise him as a 
candidate work¬ 
ing for positive 
change. 

It would be 
lame to defend 
Jackson’s un¬ 
fortunate remarks. 

He was wrong. 

Only after weeks 
of denials did he 
admit to the gaffe and apologize. 

But there was another trans¬ 
gression in this affair and it wasn't 
Jackson's. It involves The Wash¬ 
ington Post's gathering and dis¬ 
semination of the candidate's re¬ 
marks. 

Jackson's inflammatory state¬ 
ments were uttered during a pri¬ 
vate conversation with Milton 
Coleman, a Washington Post re¬ 
porter. In a 52 paragraph, 2,400- 
word article by another Washing¬ 
ton Post reporter, the remarks did 
not appear until the 37th para¬ 
graph. Chuck Stone, a columnist 


for the Philadelphia Daily News, 
wrote in a March 2 column, "Ei¬ 
ther The Post deemed the smear 
insignificant, or abandoned the 
journalistic ethics of reporting a 
private conversation. Reporting 
private conversations, i.e., break¬ 
ing a confidence, is not your cus¬ 
tomary gold-plated, diamond- 
studded, crystal-chandeliered 
model for building trust with a 
cynical public. 

"Most reporters respect the thin 
but clear line between private con¬ 
versation and public information," 
Stone wrote. "In Jesse's case, the 
line was abused." 

Jay T. Harris of Gannett News 
Service noted another failing in 
the press' reporting of the affair. 

In his American Journal column 
in February (1984) Harris wrote 
that the press ignored the article's 
critical background. "One major 
underlying issue is the view of 

Continued on back page 
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Jobline 

The Post-Tribune in Gary, Ind. 
is looking for a copy / design edi¬ 
tor. Must have at least two to five 
years newsroom experience and 
knowledge of Macintosh comput¬ 
ers. The paper was also looking 
for reporters. Contact William W. 
Sutton Jr., executive, editor, Post- 
Tribune, 1065 Broadway, Gary, 
Ind. 46402. Or call (219) 881- 
3158. ... The Courier-Post in 
Camden/Cherry Hill, N.J. is look¬ 
ing for a reporter. Minimum three 
years newsroom experience. Con¬ 
tact Rose Venditi Mclver, Metro 
editor, Courier-Post, 301 Cuth- 
bert Blvd., Cherry Hill, N.J. 

08002. Or call (609)486-2401. .. 

. The Burlington Free Press in 
Vermont is looking for an assist- 
antfeatureseditor. Seeking a 
solid word editor with strong de¬ 
sign skills. Send clips and resume 
to Juli Metzger, assistant manag¬ 
ing editor, The Burlington Free 
Press, Box 10, 191 College St., 
Burlington, Vt. 05401. Or call 
(802) 660-1865. ... Argonne Na¬ 
tional Laboratory in Illinois, one 
of the nation's leading multidisci¬ 
pline research and development 
laboratories, is looking for a di¬ 
vision director, office of public 
affairs. Qualifications include a 
Masters in Journalism or Commu¬ 
nications and five years experi¬ 
ence in managing a communica¬ 
tions staff. Exposure in 
governmental affairs is higly de¬ 
sirable. Argonne is 25 miles 
southwest of Chicago. Submit re¬ 
sumes by April 1 to Rosalie L. 
Bottino, Box OPA-111728, Em¬ 
ployment and Placement, Ar¬ 
gonne National Laboratory, 9700 
S. Cass Ave., Argonne, Ill. 60439. 
... The American Friends Ser¬ 
vice Committee, Quaker, non¬ 
profit, social change organization 
based in Philadelphia, is looking 
for a director, Communications 
Department Oversee work of a 

Continued on back page 



Poems and Photographs by 

® Esther Iverem (@) 



Kenneth M. Jones 


B.A.N. People 

Say It Loud! The Story of Rap 
Music (Millbrook Press, Conn.) 
by Kenneth M. Jones, '81, was 
published last month. Lise Fun- 
derberg, '91, is author of Black, 
White, Other: Biracial Americans 

Continued on back page 
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Esther Iverem 
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Biracial Americans Talk About Race 


LISE FUNDERBURG 


Funderberg interviewed adult children 
of black-white interracial unions. Forty- 
six accounts are presented. (Graphic is 
an approximation of book cover). 


We want to 
hear from you 

Let us know when you 
move, change jobs, reach 
milestones or just want to 
bring news to our attention. 
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Jobine 

Continued from page 3 
10-person department, including- 
media relations, publications and 
photography units; manage bud¬ 
get, and serve as a member of the 
AFSC management team. 

Send resme and cover letter to 
Lydia Wilcox, American Friends 
Service Committee, 1501 Cheny 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19102. ... 
WCVB-TV 5, Boston (ABC) 
seeks applicants for the Hearst 
Fellowship for 
News Producing 
and the Summer 
Minority Intern¬ 
ship. The fellow¬ 
ship program is 
for recent college 
graduates. The 
internship pro¬ 
gram is available 
to five students 
who have com¬ 
pleted their junior year. The 12- 
week summer program are assign¬ 
ments in the news, programming, 
public affairs or business depart¬ 
ments. Application deadline is 
April 30. Contact Daphne Nich¬ 
ols, (617)433-4062. 


is a growing threat to America's 
'special relationship' with Israel. 
That is, Jackson sees right and 
wrong on both sides of the Middle 
East and he had the temerity to 
say so in public - something only 
the most radical black leader 
would have done 20 years ago." 

Harris added that "despite re¬ 
peated attacks on Jackson for his 
advocacy of such positions, the 
black community and its leaders 
have neither turned off Jackson 
nor renounced his calls for bal¬ 
ance and fairness in Middle East 
policy." 

Washington Post columnist 
William Raspberry believes Jack¬ 
son's remarks could hurt the poli¬ 
cy debate on the Middle East. 
"Jackson's unfortunate mouthings 
have made possible the replaying 
of a time-honored device: the 
transferring of legitimate debate 
on the Middle East into an ad 
hominem argument," Raspberry 
said, appealing a person's feelings 
or prejudices rather than intellect. 

This is a reprint of a 
commentary and roundup 

New SPJ President 

Continued from front page 


Peak at the past, 1984 

Continued from page 2 

some Jewish leaders that Jackson 


ton, D.C. Before that he was a re¬ 
porter, correspondent and bureau 
chief at The New York Times for 


13 years. He reported on stories 
ranging from the Chrysler Corp. 
bailout by the federal government 
to the Atlanta missing and mur¬ 
dered childrens case. 

A native of Nashville, Tenn., 
Stuart began his professional ca¬ 
reer in 1968 as a reporter for the 
Nashville Tennessean. After 
working in radio and TV journal¬ 
ism for two years, Stuart was ac¬ 
cepted at Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism as 
an NBC/RCA journalism fellow. 

Stuart is author of the 1980 
book Bailout: The Story Behind 
America’s Billion-Dollar Gamble 
on the "New" Chrysler Corp. and 
he was a participating author in 
Counterattack, a book published 
in Japan about America's re¬ 
sponse to Japanese competition. 

He received the J-school alum¬ 
ni award for distinguised service 
in 1982. Ten years later Stuart re¬ 
ceived the Wells Key, SPJ's high¬ 
est honor. 

B.A.N. People 

Continued from page 3 

Talk About Race (Morrow), is 

scheduled for release next month. 

. . . THE TIME: PORTRAIT OF 
A JOURNEY HOME (Africa 
World Press), poems and photo¬ 
graphs by Esther Iverem, '83, 
was released this month. 
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'Doing journalism' 

...and reaching out to draw more 
young people of color to the craft 


Betty Winston Baye, '80, editorial 
writer!columnist with The Courier-Journal, 
Louisville, Ky., was a speaker at the 71st 
American Society of Newspaper Editors 
Convention. Here are some of her remarks. 


When I was growing up in New 
York my father, who was a trucker's 
helper in the Garment Center, brought 
home several newspapers a day: the 
Daily News, the New York Post, 
the Journal American, The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, The 
HeraldTribune. 

He didn't buy all these papers; there 
was no money for that. He collected 
the newspapers other riders had left 
behind on the subway. 

My father and I would read together 
in the bedroom and talk about the sto¬ 
ries. Sometimes my father and I were 
so engrossed in our reading and con¬ 
versations that my mother would have 
to break in and stop us for dinner. 

So newspapers were my windows to 
a world beyond the projects. 

I remember really loving Jimmy 
Breslin's columns because, he was, as 
they say, "down with the people." 

Still, for all the newspaper reading I 
did, I didn't know folks like us did 
journalism. 

So, it's a surprise that 30 years later, 
I'd get a chance "to do" journalism. 
And the way I see it, I do "do jour¬ 
nalism." 

But it wasn't easy breaking in. I 
didn't have an uncle, a cousin, a father, 
a sister in the business. 

Still when I graduated from Colum¬ 
bia Journalism school in 1980, some 
people said the world was waiting for 
someone like me: black, female, 


Continued on back page 


Bittersweet Pulitzer 

Joseph, 31, was a member of award-winning team 


Toni Yvonne Joseph, '86, won 
this year's Pulitzer Prize for In¬ 
ternational reporting. 

Journalism's most coveted 
prize however was posthumous. 

Miss Joseph, 31, died last July 
after suffering a massive heart 
attack at her job. 

She was among nine writers 
in a Dallas Morning News 
team that produced the series 
"Violence Against Women: A 
Question of Human Rights." 

Miss Joseph reported from 
Kenya and Somalia on female 
genital mutilation. 

An editor who was part of the 
Morning News' Pulitzer team 


Toni Joseph 


Continued on back page 


mature, great life experience and two 
degrees. 

Well, it turned out not to be true. 

The world, or at least journalism, 
wasn't waiting for me. It was hard 
breaking in. 

So I'm here. 

I "do journalism." 

But the job is not done. Our whole 
industry can't ride off the backs of the 
Gannetts of the world. It can't cite the 
(Ed) Bradleys, the (Charlayne) Hunter 
Gaults, the Bryant Gumbels, the Bill 
Raspberrys, the Carl Rowans or even a 


Betty Winston Baye 
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Peek at 
the past 

Five years ago, 

Black Alumni Network, 

May 1989 

From John White's first day on 
the job nearly two years ago, 
there have been few moments to 
relax. As District of Columbia 
Mayor Marion Barry's press sec¬ 
retary, White has frequently 
found himself defending the may¬ 
or's actions, defusing rumors 
about the mayor's personal life 
and trying to promote a city in 
midst of a huge budget crisis and 
violent crime wave sparked by 
drug wars. 

"I've been here 21 months, but 
it feels like 20 years," said White 
in a recent interview. "It's been 
running the rapids ever since I 
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started." 

White, 46, became the mayor's 
press secretary in May 1986, after 
working nearly 20 years as a re¬ 
porter at such news organizations 
as the Philadelphia Daily News, 
Chicago Tribune, Washington 
Star and WJZ-TV in Baltimore. 

During his first day on the job, 
White had to respond to questions 
concerning the mayor's comments 
on a FBI probe of one of the Dis¬ 
trict's top administrators. Since 
then, he has fielded queries from 
reporters on a series of controver¬ 
sial subjects, including the may¬ 
or's involvement in a car accident 
during the wee hours of the morn¬ 
ing; questions over whether the 
mayor uses drugs; the mayor's 
Ramada Inn visit with suspected 
drug dealer Charles Lewis, and 
what the mayor is doing to help 
change the District's image as the 
nation's murder capital. 

"There were some parts of the 
job I was prepared for and others 
I wasn't - like the constant pres¬ 
sure," said White, who grew up 
in Baltimore. "There are days 
when I feel like a punching bag: 
On one side is the press and on 
the other side is office politics." 
White said one of the most frus¬ 
trating aspects of his job is the la¬ 
ziness of some journalists who, 
instead of fleshing out the facts, 
run a story solely based on a ru¬ 
mor or the information he pro¬ 
vides them. 

"The dogged pursuit of a story 
I understand," he said. "But I'm 
bothered by lazy journalism. 

There have been some cases 
where once a report is out there 
and it's bad, there's a tendency to 
drop the ordinary rules to check it 
out and see if it's correct." 

White said his job is not to be 
an image maker for Mayor Barry, 
but to help journalists get infor¬ 
mation quickly and to advise the 
mayor on how to get the adminis¬ 
tration's viewpoint into the media. 
After years of writing and report¬ 
ing, White said he decided to take 
a look at "what life is like on the 


other side," referring to public re¬ 
lations. "I wanted to be able to do 
the things that I hated when press 
people did them to me," he said. 

"I always return my calls and I 
don't lie. If I don't know. I'll tell 
you. And if I know and can't tell 
you, I won't." 

Despite months of mayhem, 
White has no regrets. 

"I highly recommend this," he 
said. "It can only make a better 
journalist out of you." 

- Cornelius Foote Jr. 

STROUDBURG, PA. -Effi 
Slaughter Barry, ex-wife of for¬ 
mer Washington, D.C. mayor 
Marion Barry, was a keynote 
speaker at last month's NABJ Re¬ 
gion 2 & 3 conference (NY, NJ, 
PA, MD„ VA., DEL. and Wash¬ 
ington, D.C.). Slaughter Barry 
told about 100 journalists her im¬ 
pressions of living under the ever¬ 
present glare of the news media 
four years ago as her then- 
husband was deflecting accusa¬ 
tions of drug abuse and adultery. 

After acknowledging her ex- 
husbands "mistakes," she noted 
instances when news organiza¬ 
tions abused its power. Like the 
time her school age son was cor¬ 
nered in the school yard and inter¬ 
rogated by reporters. Or the time 
The Washington Post ran a story 
that said Mrs. Barry was not with 
her husband at an official function 
because of marital problems, 
when in fact, she said, she was at 
a hospital visiting her gravely ill 
mother. 

Mrs. Barry urged the journalists 
to remember sensitivity when 
covering major figures. 

Mayor Barry was convicted on 
misdemeanor drug charges. He is 
now a city councilman in Wash¬ 
ington. Slaughter Barry is a pro¬ 
fessor at her alma mater, Hampton 
University in Virginia. 

Howard A. Myrick, chairman 
of the Radio-TV-Film Department 
at Temple University, was the 
other keynote speaker. Myrick is 
an expert on new technology. 
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Jobline 

The Post-Tribune in Gary, Ind. 
is looking for a copy / design 
editor. Must have at least two to 
five years newsroom experience 
and knowledge of Macintosh 
computers. Contact William W. 
Sutton Jr., executive, editor, Post- 
Tribune, 1065 Broadway, Gary, 
Ind. 46402. Or call (219) 881- 
3158. ... The South End Press 
in Boston is looking for an acti¬ 
vist/editor. The position involves 
all aspects of manuscript solicita¬ 
tion and editing, computerized 
book production and business 
management. Members make a 
two-year commitment. South End 
Press collective is a non-profit, 
multicultural publisher of non¬ 
fiction books. Submit a letter de¬ 
scribing political and publishing 
experience along with a resume to 
South End Press, 116 St. Botolph 
St., Boston, Mass. 02115. 

Or call (617) 266-0629. 
at help people understand and 
change our world. 


The Graduate School of Politi¬ 
cal Management at George Wash¬ 
ington University is seeking stu¬ 
dents who want to study 
campaign management, issues 
management, lobbying, environ¬ 
mental politics and quantitative 
strategy. 

Write to George Washington 
University, Suite T-412 Academic 
Center, 801 22nd St. NW, Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 20052. Or call (800) 
367-4776. 


Wanted: reviewers 

There have been a burst of new 
books by Columbia J-Alumni. 

We have two review copies 
we'd like to have reviewed for the 
forthcoming issue. 

Call (609) 728-4062 ASAP if 
you are interested. 


B.A.N. People 

Valita Sellers, '84, and Toni 
Randloph,'88, former New Jer¬ 
sey journalists and now public in¬ 
formation specialists, spoke at a 
Garden State Association of Black 
Journalists forum, "Getting 
Through: How to Communicate 
With the Media." 

Sellers is with Camden County 
government. Randolph is with the 
Newark Board of Education. 

The forum was at the Rutgers 
University Newark campus, April 
16. The president of GSABJ is 
Melanie Eversley, '88, a reporter 
with the Asbury Park Press. This 
month Eversley initiates a multi¬ 
cultural beat at the newspaper. Ev¬ 
ersley also learned that she will be 
listed in Who's Who in the East. 

... Lisa Rhodes, '88, is an edi¬ 
tor/writer with the Black Commu¬ 
nity Crusade for Children, a divi¬ 
sion of the Washington, D.C.- 
based Children's Defense Fund. . 

.. In this month's Essence, Jill 
Nelson, '80, wrote the feature 
"Doing Time: Our Women in Pris¬ 
on." "Almost half of incarcerated 
women are black and 80 percent 
of them are mothers," says the 
summary. "Who cares? We must 
care." Talk show host Rolanda 
Watts, '81, is featured in the Peo¬ 
ple section. JanetMcDonald,'84, 
wrote the Windows column, 
called "A Sister in Paris." ... A 
profile on LiseFunderburg,'91, 
author of Black, White, Other 
(Morrow) is in the May Mirabella 
magazine. ... A homecoming 
and book party was held for Es¬ 
ther Iverem, '83, at Zanzibar 
Blue in Philadelphia May 1 
celebrating The Time: Portrait 
of a Journey Home, her book of 
poems and photographs. 

To get a signed copy of her 
book. To order a signed copy from 
the author, send $13 (cost in¬ 
cludes shipping) to Esther Iverem, 
114-44 180 St., St. Albans, NY 
11434. Include name and address 
of where the books should be sent. 



Children's Defense Fund 


(c) Children's Defense Fund 



Esther Iverem 


PAPER TRAIL- The image was fleet¬ 
ing, lasting only five seconds or so, but 
it was ironic. Last month CBS News 48 
Hours spent time at the New York Dai¬ 
ly News. The segment was on the heels 
of the hit film The Paper. Journalists of 
color were largely absent from the real- 
life episode. One rare clue that minority 
journalists were around was a Unity '94 
flyer that was on a bulletin board. It 
came into focus when the News' editor 
passed through the newsroom. 


We want to 
hear from you 

Let us know when you 
move, change jobs, reach 
milestones or just want to 
bring news to our attention. 
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'Doing' journalism 

Continued from front page 

Betty Bayes and say we've done enough. 

Despite all the rhetoric about political 
correctness, there's still ignorance down 
in the trenches. 

I do not accept that there are not suffi¬ 
cient words in the English language for 
us to do our jobs without insulting peo¬ 
ple's race or heritage. I believe that we're 
creative enough to write great stories 
without being insulting. 

We must be better partners and do a 
better job of doing (hiring minorities) 
what our industry takes others to task for 
not doing. 

WORTHREPEATING 

"PC" has come to be a huge snowball 
that has rolled up and concealed distinc¬ 
tions in matters of fairness and civility 
and remedy of wrongs. It mars under¬ 
standing of worthy concepts such as "af¬ 
firmative action" and "diversity."... 

"Cultural and social undertow, built-in 
biases in political and economic struc¬ 
tures, and yes sometimes even how we 
use the language - all these contribute to 
imbalances of power in race and gender. 
We understand that better than we used 
to. That alone may make some differ¬ 
ence. Certainly the language can be 
better used." 

- Reese Cleghom in the March 
American Journalism Review (AJR). 


Scarring Ritual 

By Toni Y. Joseph 

Staff Writer of The Dallas Morning News 
MERU, Kenya - Agnes Manyara's 
smooth, kidney bean-colored complexion 
is interrupted by a row of tiny, barely vis¬ 
ible tribal markings etched beneath each 
eye. They are beauty marks, she explains, 
not scars. 

The scars, says the agricultural agent, 
are between her legs. Shiny keloids criss¬ 
cross the otherwise soft tissue of her vul¬ 
va. The scars formed more than two 
years ago, soon after her mother-in-law, 
her sister-in-law and several of her hus¬ 
band's other femal e relatives held Mrs. 
Manyara down while a woman she'd nev¬ 
er met used a dirty knife to cut off her 
clitoris and part of her inner labia. 

"I screamed," she says quietly. "No 
one came to my aid." 

The genital mutilation changed Mrs. 
Manyara but not the way the age-old 
practice is intended to transform the esti¬ 
mated 2 million African girls and women 
on whom it is performed each year. 

- From Toni Joseph's April 18, 

1993 dispatch that was part of the 
Violence Against Women Series. 
Reprints of the series are available 
from The Dallas Morning News, 
Communications Center, Dallas, 

Texas 75265 
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Bittersweet Pulitzer 

Continued from front page 

said Miss Joseph's reporting was 
one of the toughest in the series. 

Last summer Miss Joseph de¬ 
scribed the working conditions of 
her five-week assignment: 

"I kept a room in Nairobi," she 
said. "It assured me of a hot 
shower, phones that work and ac¬ 
cess to a fax. 

"We hired good drivers and 
armed guards. In Somalia, we 
stayed at a relief compound. Wa¬ 
ter was nasty and the food was 
military (style)." 

Miss Joseph said homelessness 
was a great dilemma in Nairobi; 
there were about 30,000 homeless 
children on the streets. 

Also, her trip to Somalia re¬ 
placed a scheduled trip to Sudan 
where at least two journalists 
were killed during a crackdown 
on expression. 

In 1992 Miss Joseph was a Pu¬ 
litzer nominee for a body of work 
on the conditions of African- 
Americans. 

Miss Joseph joined the Dallas 
Morning News Staff in 1988. 

Before that she was a reporter 
with the Raliegh, N.C. News & 
Observer. 
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Dan Holly Jill Nelson 


Jill Nelson's Volunteer Slavery 
wins American Book Award 


Volume 14 Number 6 

Countdown 
to Unity '94 

The Westin and Ritz hotels are sold out; 
the Radisson and Marriott are almost full 
too for the Unity convention in Atlanta 
July 27-31. The time to act is now in or¬ 
der to be a part of the first joint convention 
of black, Hispanic, Asian and Native 
American journalist organizations. 

Unity general sessions are in the Geor¬ 
gia World Congress Center. They include 
"Political Correctness,” "Myths and Stere¬ 
otypes," "Voices of the Past, Lessons for 
the Future," and "Journalists of the Fu¬ 
ture." 

U.S. Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders 
will by the DuBois dinner speaker at 
NABJ’s banquet Thursday, July 28. NABJ 
plenary sessions include "African- 
Americans and the Olympic Movement" 
and "How the Media Portrays Black Sexu¬ 
ality" and more than a dozen workshops. 
Call (703) 648-1270 for information. 

Black columnists 
under fire: The 
insidestory 

Saturday, June 11, noon 

The Paul Robeson Campus Center 

Rutgers University, Newark 

350 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Panelists: 

• Lisa Baird, formerly of The Record 
of Hackensack, Bergen County, N J., now 
with the New York Post. 

• Earl Caldwell, formerly of the New 
York Daily News. 

• Wayne Dawkins, Courier-Post, 
Camden-Cherry Hill, N.J. 

• Les Payne, Newsday, 

Long Island-New York. 

Moderator: CarolMartin, WCBS-TV 
(CBS), New York. Sponsored by the Gar¬ 
den State Association of Black Journalists 
and the New York Association of Black 
Journalists. Presented in conjunction with 
the Journalism Dept., Rutgers University, 
Newark. Call (908) 922-6000, ext. 4315. 


Volunteer Slavery (Noble Press), the 
1993 memoir by Jill Nelson, '80, was se¬ 
lected this spring as a winner of an Ameri¬ 
can Book Award by the Before Columbus 
Foundation. 

Volunteer Slavery is Nelson's account 
of growing up as a child of the black bour¬ 
geoisie in the 1960s and of her five years of 
"Volunteer slavery” at The Washington 
Post. 

The Before Columbus Foundation is de¬ 
voted to redefining the notion of main¬ 
stream American literature to reflect Ameri¬ 
ca's multicultural, multiethnic and 
multiracial diversity ... Dan Holly, '85, 
was part of a team of Detroit Free Press 
reporters who won first place in the 1993 
Michigan Press Association competition. 
Dan and colleagues were recognized for 
"sustained news coverage" for stories about 
the city's mayoral campaign ... Addie 
Rimmer,’78, assistant managing editor 
with the Long Beach Press-Telegram, ad¬ 
dresses professors from historically black 


colleges at a copy editing seminar 
sponsored by the Dow Jones Newspaper 
Fund. The seminar is in Princeton, N.J. 
June 11-14. ... Suzanne Malveax, '91, 
is at WRC-TV (NBC) in Washington af¬ 
ter working at New England Cable News 
(Fox TV-25) in Boston ... Gayle Tay¬ 
lor Williams, '86, and her husband 
Terry announced the birth of their son 
Reece Taylor Williams, bom Jan. 8, nine 
pounds, two ounces and 19 inches long. 
Gayle works at Gannett Suburban News¬ 
papers in Westchester, N.Y. and is an of¬ 
ficer with the Westchester Black 
Journalists Association, an NABJ 
affiliate ... Kuae Kelch Mattox, '93, 
is now at Dateline NBC, New York, as 
associate producer. She had been an as¬ 
sociate producer for The Bulletin with 
Larry Kane at KYW-TV (NBC) in 
Philadephia ... David Peterkin, '82, is 
now a producer with CBS News 48 
Hours, from ABC News and before 
that FOX. 
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Jobline 

CBS News is looking for an 
overnight producer. Other open¬ 
ings: Weekend assignment desk, 
London; associate producer, for¬ 
eign desk; Washington bureau As¬ 
signment Desk deputy manager. 
Call (212) 975-4321... The Vil¬ 
lage Voice is looking for a senior 
editor, features. This job calls for 
an editor who can generate good 
run-of-the-book features by writing 
them and by developing stories for 
others to write. The editor should 
be prepared to seek out new writers 
to widen the paper's scope. An abil¬ 
ity to work closely with writers in 
developing their stories as well as 
line edit is essential. Contact Karen 
Durbin (212) 475-3300, ext. 2000. 
The Press-Telegram in Long 
Beach, Calif. (126,000 circ.) has 
several openings as a result of a re¬ 
cent reorganization. It is looking 
for two designers, two copy edi¬ 
tors, a Lifestyle editor, night 
news editor, and part-time copy 
editor for features. Contact Addie 
Rimmer (310) 499-1493; Fax (310) 
437-7892. 

Minoritynewsroomcensus 

Minority employment at daily 
newspapers advanced one-quarter 
percent in 1993 compared to the 
previous year, the American Socie- 



David Peterkin 
Now a producer with 
CBS News 48 Hours. 


ty of Newspaper Editors reported 
this spring in its annual census. 

African-American, Latino, 
Asian and Native Americans are 
10.49 percent of the workforce, up 
from 10.25 percent in 1992. 

Of all journalists hired for first 
full-time jobs, 24 percent were mi¬ 
norities and so were 39 percent of 
interns. 

Forty five percent of U.S. dai¬ 
lies do not employ minorities. In 
1992 the percentage was 49 per¬ 
cent. The survey was based on re¬ 
sponses from two-thirds of 1,515 
daily newspapers. 
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Peek at the past 

Black Alumni Network 
June 1984 

It was perhaps a bit ironic that 
Nelson George, the author of the 
hot-selling paperback The Michael 
Jackson Story and Minister Louis 
Farrakhan shared the same bill at a 
meeting of the New York Associa¬ 
tion of Black Journalists. 

Ironic because not long ago Far¬ 
rakhan was quoted as saying black 
youngsters should not emulate Mi¬ 
chael Jackson's "sissified" image. 

Farrakhan asked to speak to 
black journalists to "help clear up 
any misunderstandings" about 
reports he had threatened Milton 
Coleman's life. 

(See Peek at the past, 4/94). 

After Farrakhan's remarks, 
George, a music critic and writer 
for Billboard magazine, recount¬ 
ed his experiences trying to write a 
book about Michael Jackson, who 
not only refused to be interviewed 
but threatened to sue if he proceed¬ 
ed with the project. 

George's only conversation 
with Jackson was a 15-minute tele¬ 
phone interview not related to the 
book. The author was in L.A. do¬ 
ing a story on Michael and his 
father. 

George's book, a quick read, had 
been on the New Y ork Times 
bestseller list for several weeks. 
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Unity '94 Atlanta: Shared rhythms and power 

Multiracial coalition of journalists challenge stereotypes and build bridges 


By Cheryl Devall 
CHICAGO - While unpacking from 
Atlanta, I removed from my bag a pair of 
drumsticks - and again felt the exhilaration 
of shared rhythms and shared power. 

The drumsticks were handed to everyone 
who attended the opening ceremony for 
Unity '94, the first-ever joint convention of 
the National Association of Black 
Journalists, the National Association of 
Hispanic Journalists, the Asian American 
Journalists Association and Native Ameri¬ 
can Journalists Association. 

Drums of many origins called to one 
another across a darkened auditorium in the 
Georgia World Congress Center, and all of 
us holding our sticks were invited to add our 
beats to the mix. Amid the swirl of sound 
and color, the procession of Native Ameri¬ 
can hoop dancers, Chinese lion dancers, 
Mexican Mariachis, South African drum¬ 
mers and more, I nodded with tears stream¬ 
ing down my cheeks as my seatmate ex¬ 
claimed, "This is the America I want!" 

The ceremony set the tone for nearly a 
week of lively discussion - not only about 
what we have in common and can learn 
from one another, but also about the ways 
we have impeded our progress as journalists 
of color and perpetuated the misconceptions 
and stereotypes that still divide our 
communities. 

"Coverage of our 
communities should not 
be limited to dance or 
dysfunction." 

- Gary Fife, 

"Coverage of our communities should not 
be limited to dance or dysfunction," 
Creek/Cherokee Gary Fife, the host of 
"Heartbeat Alaska" told a plenary session on 
myths and stereotypes. "America knows 
more about our past and our dead ancestors 
that it does about us today." 

Fife and Tritia Toyota, a Japanese 



UNITY '94 


American anchor at KCBS-TV in Los 
Angeles, both urged the plenary to tell 
about the full diversity of Native and 
Asian-American communities. Toyota, 
noting that her family has been in the 
United States for four generations, 
reminded the journalists that many 
Asian-Americans are also recent 
immigrants, and that the news media 
should reflect both experiences. "We're 
talking about class, we're talking about 
economic differences," Toyota said. 
"You just cannot simplify." 

Workshops sponsored by Unity '94 
and the four organizations attempted to 
steer journalists away from simple 
conclusions about their complex 
experiences in this nation. As Ray 
Suarez of National Public Radio 
remarked, "We (journalists) do drive- 
bys too, but we do them with cameras." 

Panelists sought to debunk common¬ 
ly held perceptions of Asian religions, 
to explore the similarities and differ¬ 
ences among Latinos/Hispanics from a 
variety of cultures, to confront the fact 
that journalists of color do not always 
stand up for one another in our 
newsrorms - and to expose the ten¬ 
sions that can arise when managers of 
color have to be tough on "their own." 

Rather than blaming the dominant 
culture for the perpetuation of all racial 
tensions and stereotypes, journalists 


took the opportunity to challenge 
themselves. "I think we have to not be afraid 
to go to the Native American communities 
and say, 1 don't know a damn thing about 
you. Teach me something,'" said James Gar¬ 
cia of the Austin American-Statesman. 
"That's part of our responsibility." 

It was the kind of discussion for which 
participants like Dawn Yoshitake came to 
Unity. Yoshitake, a finance writer for the 
Orange County Register, said she was eager 
to talk frankly about cultural differences and 
the hard work it takes to bridge them. 

"I wonder where it will propel itself from 
here," Yoshitake mused between workshops. 
"I hope we won’t just go back to our jobs and 
lose touch with one another." 

"We (journalists) do 
drive-bys too, but we do 
them with cameras." 

- Ray Suarez 

For many at the convention, the issue 
was not losing touch but making contact in 
the first place with the thousands of friends, 
colleagues, potential employers or sources 
gathered for Unity '94. For one who could 
remember 1983, when all of NABJ fit in 
New Orleans' Fairmont Hotel with room to 
spare, the immensity of this year's event 
seemed like a problem many organizations 
would love to have. 

Continued on back page 

New book: One Voice 

Essays and features by the late Toni 
Yvonne Joseph, '86, are featured in a new 
book One Voice: A Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist tells stories about the black 
experience. The book was produced by 
The Dallas Morning News. Sales from the 
book are to go toward a scholarship fund 
in the writer's name. To order, send a check 
for $23.50 payable to DFW/ABC, 

Box 191018, Dallas, Texas 75219. 
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Peek at the past 

Five years ago 
Black Alumni Network 
August 1989 

The costly 1989 campaign for 
National Association of Black Journal¬ 
ists offices has members talking about 
whether campaign spending is out of 
control. Candidates have spent thou¬ 
sands of dollars on cross-country cam¬ 
paign trips and mass mailings, and there 
is a lot more spending to come at this 
month's convention on buttons, banners 
and receptions. 

To some people, more unsettling than 
the amount of money being spent is the 
source - the same news organizations 
over which NABJ is supposed to act as 
watchdog. 

"If we expect news organizations to 
pay the way, they’re going to expect that 
we dance with the one who brought 
them," said NABJ president DeWayne 
Wickham. "The threat is very real that 
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if we don't do what they want us to do, 
they're going to pull the plug." 

Wickham did not accept any money 
from his employer when he ran in 1987 
(he is a Gannett News Service columnist 
and owner of a TV production company). 
Many people were already uneasy about 
NABJ's dependence on corporate contri¬ 
butions for operating expenses, conven¬ 
tions and board member’s travel. 

Bankrolling campaigns is worse, some 
say. "It's a much larger statement, it's 
more symbolic to say "we put that person 
there," said Vanessa Williams, 
Philadelphialnquirer reporter and 
NABJ Region HI director. 

Some people say NABJ should fund 
campaigns or limit spending. 

Others think no changes are needed. 

"The ethics is in the people who hold 
the office," said former president Merv 
Aubespin. "If they allow themselves to be 
unduly influenced. I'm sure the member¬ 
ship will vote them out" 

"I would hate to think anybody who 
would be elected to office would suc¬ 
cumb to such pressures," agreed immedi¬ 
ate past president A1 Fitzpatrick. 

Aubespin, of The Courier-Journal in 
Louisville, Ky., and Fitzpatrick, a 
Knight-Ridder executive, said their em¬ 
ployers never tried to interfere with 
NABJ business despite giving the group 
donations. 

That issue aside, is campaign spending 
too high? 

1989 Candidate Ruth Allen Ollison's 
$10,000 budget dwarfs the $1,000 
Aubespin spent when he won the presi¬ 
dency in 1983 in what many agree was 
NABJ's first major contest (Ollison's 
money came from employer WTTG-TV 
in Washington. Of the $5,000 opponent 
Tom Morgan spent through June, "slight¬ 
ly more than half' came from his employ¬ 
er, The New York Times ). 

The third presidential candidate. Bob 
Tutman of CBS News in Chicago, did not 
ask his employer for money "on 
principle" to fund his campaign. 

This year even candidates for offices 
below president are spending a lot Said 
Sam Fulwood, "You shouldn't have to 
turn this into the Oscars to be able to win 
... it's getting to be like running for the 
U.S. presidency. In a way that's an 
understatement George Bush spent 42 


cents per eligible voter in the campaign, 
including federal matching funds. Olli- 
son plans to spend $10.23 per eligible 
voter. Morgan has spent $5.11 as of the 
end of June. 

"NABJ is growing and higher cam¬ 
paign cost comes with the territory," 
said Aubespin. Lack of money isn't the 
only thing that excludes would-be office 
holders; there is also a lack of time. 

But Tony Cox sees a danger in spiral¬ 
ing costs. The Los Angeles-based TV 
correspondent had to drop out of the 
presidential race largely because his em¬ 
ployer could not bankroll him. Cox said 
"the danger is that it precludes people 
from trying to rise to the top of this 
organization unless they're connected 
with some major (news) organization. I 
have some difficulties with that" 

-By Dan Holly 

Editor's note: Four years later, 
NABJ limited campaign spending 
and electioneering for candidates 
seeking election to its board. 
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Jobline 

Scholastic Inc. has openings for 
these positions: Public Affairs 
Manager, and Associate Editor, 
classroom magazines. Contact 
Cindy Ching, Scholastic, Inc. 555 
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 
10012-3999 ...The Seattle 
Times seeks a general assign- 
mentreporter with proven ability 
to report and write a broad range 
of stories. Candidates should be 
self-starters, able to spot stories 
that others don't see and turn them 
into page 1 reads that get people 
talking. Ability to write with hu¬ 
mor a plus. Send clips and resume 
to Mille Quan, assistant managing 
editor, Seattle Times, P.O. Box 

70, Seattle, Wash. 98111. 

.The Village Voice seeks an as¬ 
sistant imaging supervisor. Min¬ 
imum two years experience re¬ 
quired in Photoshop and Quark 
Xpress and at least one year in a 
supervisory position. Requries a 
firm understanding of traditional 
and electronic camera procedures, 
a good eye for type and halftone 
quality as well as excellent com¬ 
munications skills. Contact Wil¬ 
liam Noonan, production manager 
/ imaging. Village Voice, 36 
Cooper Square, New York, N.Y. 
10003-7118. Or call (212) 475- 
3300, ext 2506. And this iust in: 
The Village Voice is also looking 
for an assistant editor / fact 
checker to work a four-day, 35- 
hour week. Candidates should 
have knowledge in the areas the 
Voice covers, ability to track 
down and interpret sources of in¬ 
formation and ability to work un¬ 
supervised and under pressure and 
to set priorities when the volume 
of work exceeds the time 
available. ... WHYY-TV 12 & 
91 FM has these openings: Asso¬ 
ciate Producer, Fresh Air, 
WHYY-FM and reporter / pro¬ 
ducer, 12 Tonight, Delaware 
Broadcast Center. Send resume 
to Maureen A. Pilla, employment 
manager, WHYY, Inc. 150 N. 


Sixth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19106. 

... The New York City Council is 
seeking to fill positions in the 
Office of Oversight and 
Investigation. Responsibiti.es in¬ 
clude conducting comprehensive 
reviews of the performance of 
city agencies and programs. 

Relative full-time work experi¬ 
ence or a masters degree in jour¬ 
nalism, auditing, public adminis¬ 
tration or law is preferred as is 
familiarity with New York City 
and its government. Send cover 
letter, two copies of resume, writ¬ 
ing samples and salary history to 
New York City Council, Council 
Services Division, 250 Broadway, 
room 2401-94-1 I&O, New York, 
N.Y. 10007. 

B.A.N. People 

Columbia Journalism Alumni 
were everywhere at Unity '94. 
Dorothy Butler Gilliam, '61, 
president of NAB J, co-presided 
the successful gathering. Other 
alumni led general sessions, work¬ 
shops, critique sessions, 
recruited at the job fair or super¬ 
vised the well-read daily student 
newspaper. 

About 20 people attended the 
annual B.A.N. convention break¬ 
fast that Saturday. The gathering 
was informal, an antidote to doz¬ 
ens of tightly scheduled activities. 
Many thanks to AngelaChatman, 
'll , of the Cleveland Plain Deal¬ 
er, who organized the event on 
short notice. The get-together end¬ 
ed as an impromptu book ex¬ 
change. ... Valerie Wilson 
Wesley, '82, said she signed a lot 
of copies of her new mystery. 
When Death Comes Stealing, at 
the National Black Arts Festival in 
Southwest Atlanta. ... Bridgette 
Davis, '86, was co-curator of a 
three-day festival of film shorts 
last June in New York. ... E.R. 
Shipp, '79, now writes a weekly 
Op-Ed column in the New York 
Daily News. S. Yvette Durrant, 
'91, now with The Freedom For¬ 
um, from Knight-Ridder Graphics. 


Two wire service articles on Au¬ 
gust Press and its first book Black 
Journalists: The NABJ Story by 
Wayne Dawkins, '80, appeared 
recently in the Houston News 
Pages and other black owned 
newspapers. ... A note from 
Unity '94: A number of alumni 
who were reacquainted after 
many years were pleasantly sur¬ 
prised to find that B.A.N. was still 
around. We did not fade away. 
From time to time we had to 
purge our mailing list of readers 
who did not subscribe or send us 
a reliable mailing address. 

Support us and we'll be there. 


ASSOCIATE DEAN FOR GRADUATE STUDIES AND 
RESEARCH/PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS, PENN STATE: 

Applications or nominations are invited for the position 
of Associate Dean for Graduate Studies and Research/ 
Professional Development. Candidates should have 
an earned doctorate, outstanding academic and re¬ 
search credentials commensurate with a senior faculty 
appointment, a strong commitment to the development 
of graduate education and research in a university 
setting, a record of university service, and strong 
interpersonal and management skills. The Associate 
Dean for Graduate Studies and Research/Professional 
Development will report to the Dean of the School and 
will coordinate with the Associate Dean for Under¬ 
graduate Studies in those areas where their responsi¬ 
bilities overlap. The School offers master's degrees in 
Media Studies and Telecommunications Studies and 
participates in an intercollege Ph.D. program. It offers 
five undergraduate programs: Advertising, Broadcast/ 
Cable, Film and Video, Journalism, and Media Studies. 
Total enrollment is 1,800, of whom approximately 11 
percent are from underrepresented groups. There are 
more than 45 full-time equivalent faculty engaged in 
scholarly and professional pursuits which bring signifi¬ 
cant diversity to all School programs. Applicants should 
send a letter describing qualifications, interests, a 
resume, and the names, addresses and phone num¬ 
bers of three to five references to: CHAIR, ASSOCI¬ 
ATE DEAN SEARCH COMMITTEE, SCHOOL OF 
COMMUNICATIONS, PENN STATE UNIVERSITY, 
201 CARNEGIE BUILDING, BOX BCAA, UNIVER¬ 
SITY PARK, PA 16802. Screening of applications will 
begin September 30,1994, but will continue until the 
position has been filled. Penn State places a high 
priority on the creation of an environment supportive of 
the promotion of women, minorities, and persons with 
disabilities. We are committed to an aggressive pro¬ 
gram of affirmative action. AN AFFIRMATIVE AC¬ 
TION/EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. WOMEN 
AND MINORITIES ENCOURAGED TO APPLY. 


We want to 
hear from you 

Let us know when you 
move, change jobs, reach 
milestones or just want to 
bring news to our attention. 
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Unity '94 in Atlanta 

Continued from front page 

Only a few of us could have imagined 
the rapid growth from a gathering of 400 
reporters sharing frustrations to more than 
6,000 managers, editors, producers, 
owners, graphic and visual artists, 
program anchors and hosts, professors 
and other contributors who have 
experiences to describe, skills to share 
and lessons to teach. 

But for many participants this year, size 
came close to spoiling the event. Perhaps 
because none of theUnity organization had 
worked on such a scale before, there 
were inevitable shortages, hassles and 
frayed nerves. 

A surge of on-site registrations Wednes¬ 
day night caused convention schedules 
and souvenir attaches to run out sometime 
Thursday, forcing the registration staff to 
substitute photocopies for the glossy 124- 
page guidebook, and bag benefactor The 
New York Times had to rush down some 
generic navy blue totes, minus the busi¬ 
ness-card folios that became the most 
prized freebie in this networking crowd. 

The Thursday luncheon also was 
swamped, with 4,800 people straining to 
hear former UN ambassador and Atlanta 
mayor Andrew Young over an inadequate 
sound system as they dined on lukewarm 
servings of chicken breasts with picante 
sauce. Unity ’94 spokesman Lloyd 
LaCuesta of KTVU-TV in Oakland 
tried to explain the mishaps. 


"We are a victim of our own success," 
LaCuesta said. "We had more people 
than we expected... We don't have a 
previous (attendance) record." 

The anticipated demand for this 
convention caused planners to spread the 
activities between thecavemous Georgia 
World Congress Center and three hotels. 
Even with the continuous shuttle buses 
between sites, the sprawl kept 
participants from sampling a variety 
of workshops sponsored by the four 
journalists' organizations. 

"We are a victim of 
our own success. "We 
had more people than 
we expected. 

- Lloyd LaCuesta. 

It was even hard to play catch-up on 
tape, because only the events at the con¬ 
vention center and in the Westin Hotel 
(NABJ headquarters) were recorded on 
audiocassette. Only at the order desk did 
we find out that most NAJA, NAHJ and 
AAJA workshops had not been recorded. 

Given the logistical hurdles by day, 
nighttime became the right time for 
many cross-cultural exchanges. All the 
Unity organizations were well represent¬ 
ed at the AAJA Karaoke party (which 
featured a now legendary star turn 
by Los Angeles Times Editor Shelby 
Coffey m), the NAHJ Salsa bash and 
NABJ's Grown Folks Funk Jam. 

And on Saturday afternoon, a range of 


Unity members joined the NAJA in 
New Echota, Ga. There they placed a 
plaque to commemorate the first Native 
American newspaper in the United 
States, The Cherokee Phoenix, first 
published in 1828 in Cherokee and 
English. The newspaper, and the com¬ 
munity it served, were destroyed when 
whites drove the Cherokee westward 
from Georgia in the march known 
as the "Trail of tears." 

Two summers ago, as a visitor to 
NABJ in Detroit, Ruth Denny of NAJA 
had expressed some skepticism that the 
four organizations could set aside their 
differences and mesh their goal suffi¬ 
ciently to pull off a joint convention. 

A sweet memory from Unity'94 will 
be the broad smile on her face as she 
swayed to a Latin beat on the dance floor 
one night, realizing that we made the vi¬ 
sion come true for five days in Atlanta. 

The writer, a 1982 Columbia 
Journalism graduate, isacorres- 
pondent with National Public Radio. 

Unity '94 tapes available 

Eighty four workshops and general 
sessions at Unity '94 were recorded. 

Audio cassette tapes are $7.95 for 
most workshops, $14.95 for 20 general 
sessions. Shipping, $1.50 per tape. 

To order send payment to Tape Tech, 
650 Village Trace, Bldg. 17, Suite 261, 
Marietta, Ga. 30067. (404) 956-8273. 
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J-school plans: 
New media, 
mid - career 
programs 

Financially sound CJR too 

Joan Konner, dean of the Colum¬ 
bia University Graduate School of 
Journalism, has been working on a 
new business plan for the Columbia 
Journalism Review and working 
with a fund-raising committee to 
put the bi-monthly magazine on 
sound footing. 

The committee is trying to raise 
$3.1 million. The committee is led 
by Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, chair¬ 
man of The New York Times 
Company, and Andrew Heiskell, 
former chief executive officer of 
Time, Inc. 

CJR has a new editor-in-chief, 
Roger Rosenblatt. 

CJR is also under the aegis of 
the Delacorte Center for Magazine 
Studies. 

The J-school reports it is attracting 
more applicants as students and 
teachers. Furthermore, the school's 
growth is focused on: 

• Research and development of a 
Center for New Media. 

• Expanding programs for mid¬ 
career journalists, and, 

• Expanding efforts to reach out 
with continuing education for prac¬ 
ticing journalists. 

The school is wary of an "info- 
bahn" that has been turning journal¬ 
ism into a mindless clutter and 
chaos, antithetical to what the J- 
school believes journalism is about: 
providing information upon which 
people of a democracy can base 


intelligent decisions. The estab¬ 
lishment of a Center for New 
Media is an effort to define stan¬ 
dards for "new media." The 
school is creating a working la¬ 
boratory for creating and testing 
new forms of communication. 

The envisioned Center for 
New Media will provide an 
educational, real-world environ¬ 
ment in which students, faculty 
and participants develop skills 
creating interactive program¬ 
ming, producing a wide range of 
multimedia presentations, 
prototypes and products. 

The Center also will sponsor 
seminars on issues of "cybereth¬ 
ics," intellectual property, the 
First Amendment and the infor¬ 
mation superhighway, proprie¬ 
tary vs. non-proprietary informa¬ 
tion and universal access to 
cyberspace. 


Among the expanded programs 
for mid-career journalists, Pew 
Charitable Trusts initiated the 
National Arts Journalism Program, 
to enable arts critics and cultural 
affairs reporters, editors and produc¬ 
ers to deepen their expertise. 

Columbia and three other universi¬ 
ties each will host three fellows per 

The J-school received more 
applications that the other three 
universities combined. 

Osborn Elliott, former J-school 
dean and Delacorte Professor of 
Journalism, retired last May after 13 
years of service. 

This is a condensed version 
of the letter to alumni by Acting Dean 
Stephen D. Isaacs. Dean Konner 
returns to the J-School this month 
from a nine-month leave. 



New book: 

One Voice 

Essays and features 
by the late Toni Yvonne 
Joseph, '86, are featured 
in a new book One 
Voice: A Pulitzer Prize¬ 
winning journalist tells 
stories about the black 
experience. The book 
was produced by The 
Dallas Morning News. 

Sales from the book 
are to go toward a 
scholarship fund 
in Toni Joseph's name. 

To order, send a 
check for $23.50 pay¬ 
able to DFW/ABC, 

Box 191018, Dallas, 
Texas 75219. 
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Black Alumni Network September 

Peek at the past 

Ten years ago 
Black Alumni Network 
September 1984 

At the NABJ convention in 
Atlanta, the Commentary & 

Opinion panel featured William Rasp¬ 
berry (Washington Post ); Bea Hines 
(Miami Herald ); Chet Fuller (Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution ); Claude Lewis 
(Philadelphialnquirer ); Lesley Crosson 
(WCBS-TV News), and moderator 
Gayle Pollard (Los Angeles Times ). 

The panel said it was vital that blacks 
sit on editorial boards because they pro¬ 
vide the unique opportunity to shape 
public opinion and set the tone of a 
newspaper or station. 

Pollard said to form an editorial, the 
board "is in a friendly discussion point¬ 
ing to a conclusion. You're not carrying 
the weight yourself." 

Lewis offered another view. "It’s the 
best job on a newspaper," 
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he said, "but for me it's a fight every 
morning that ruins my day." 

Hines, a journalist for 12 years, the last 
two as a columnist, often writes about 
family themes. 

Hines once explained to reader that she 
writes frequently about black lifestyles 
because "you won't know how I feel un¬ 
less you tell me." 

Raspberry, a columnist for 16 years, 
said a column on Vanessa Williams' fall 
from grace brought the biggest reader 
reponse. 

"I wrote a column to my 15-year-old 
daughter," he said, adding that many fam¬ 
ilies used the column for breakfast table 
conversation. 

Raspberry said the two great compli¬ 
ments to a columnist are when you get 
letters saying "I never thought of it that 
way," or when you wrestle through a 
complicated mass of issues and with 
great force or mental exertion, like giving 
birth to a child, you deliver it and 
someone calls and says, 'that's what I 
always believed.'" 


SPJ convention 
in Nashville 

The Society of Professional 
Journalists (SPJ) convention is Sept. 
14-17, in Nashville, Tenn. 

The first day features a day of 
health care courses and a luncheon 
address by Dr. David Satcher of the 
Centers for Disease Control. 

On the third day there is a Town 
Hall Meeting ("Campus Crime/ 
Campus Courts: Public Acts and 
Private Justice") moderated by 
Larry King of CNN. 

There are professional develop¬ 
ment courses throughout the 
convention. 

The SPJ convention will be a 
homecoming for ReginaldStuart, 
'71, incoming president of SPJ. 

Stuart, of the Knight-Ridder 
Washington bureau, is the fifth SPJ 
president in the last 10 years to have 
ties to Tennessee (he's a native of 
Nashville). 

For registration information, call 
(317) 653-3333. 


A new 'bias journalism' 
fosters hypersensitivity? 

"Our hypersensitive society," an 
On Society column by John Leo , 
said an "uncritical press corps" was 
fostering a harmful "bias journalism" 
in America. Many weeks passed and 
there were no replies printed in that 
magazine's letters column. Here's a 
letter that was submitted shortly 
after the column appeared. 

Re: "Our hypersensitive society," 
(John Leo column, U.S. News & World 
Report, July 4). 

Yes, American society is hypersensi¬ 
tive in the 1990s. 

But we will evolve into a stronger so¬ 
ciety if we work through our differences 
instead of return to the America of the 
first half of this century, a place where 
the majority violently and legally su- 
pressed and oppressed minorities, 
especially people brazen enough to say 
dissenting words about how they were 
being defined. 

Let's take current complaints case by 
case. The trivial ones will wilt as long as 
courageous people (I'll single out jour¬ 
nalists and critics) question the sub¬ 
stance instead of embrace every com¬ 
plaint as legit. 

Your essay falls apart because in your 
examples of hypersensitive stories you 
note several times that once past the 
screaming headlines, the articles soberly 
explain that all bias claims are not clear- 
cut or even sinister. 

But many are, and should not be 
dismissed so cavalierly. Like the 
gratuitous Time magazine cover of 
O.J. Simpson. 

Exaggerated headlines are not new 
to American journalism. So it is a 
cheap shot on your part to suggest 
that a mutant modern-day "bias 
journalism" is at work. 

The lesson here, to quote an 
instructive rap tune is "don't 
believe the hype." It's substance that 
counts in determining if a bias 
complaint has merit. 

WAYNE DAWKINS 
Sicklerville, N.J. 
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Journalism teacher of the year 

PRINCETON, N.J. - Nick Feren- 
tinos of Homestead High School in 
Cupertino, Calif, was selected 1994 ' 
National High School Teacher of 
the Year by the Dow Jones 
Newspaper Fund. 

"Nick Ferentinos is an articulate 
spokesman for student press rights 
and a passionate writer on school 1 

newspaper advising who has turned : 
his talents to teaching youn g 
journalists how to think for them- • 

selves," said Richard Holden, i 

executive director of the News¬ 
paper Fund. 

Ferentinos has been teaching 1 

English since 1965 and advising 
student publications and teaching ] 

journalism for 18 years. 1 

The Epitaph, the newspaper he < 

advised, has been a consistent 
standard-setter, winning eight > 

national awards over 12 years. 

The DJNF will award a $ 1,000 ; 

scholarship to a Homestead High 
senior who will be a news-editorial 
major in college next fall. 

DOW TONE S 


DNF 


NEWSPAPER FUND INC. 
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NABJ internship applications 

The National Association of 
Black Journalists awards summer 
internships to members who are 
sophomores, juniors, seniors and 
graduate students committed to 
journalism careers. 

In 1995 • _ 

offer paid' 
internships 
in print, radio, 
still photo¬ 
graphy and television. 

Candidates must indicate 
interest in only one of these 
categories when applying. 

In 1994 NABJ interns were 
placed at a dozen news 
organizations. Deadline for appli¬ 
cations is November 4. 

Applications may be obtained 
at colleges or universities or by 
writing NABJ internships, 11600 
Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, Va. 
22091. Or call (703) 648-1270. 

Unity '94 tapes available 

Eighty four workshops and 
general sessions at Unity '94 were 
recorded. Audio cassette tapes are 
$7.95 for most workshops, $14.95 
for 20 general sessions. Shipping, 
$1.50 per tape. Send payment to 
Tape Tech, 650 Village Trace, 
Bldg. 17, Suite 261, Marietta, Ga. 
30067. (404)956-8273. 
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How to advertise 

We get inquiries, particularly 
from universities and other 
institutions, about ad rates. 
Display rates and sizes are: 

• 1 column (2 l/2")x 5" = $ 75 

• 1 column (2 l/2")xl0 = $150 

• 2 column (5") x 5" = $150 
Discount for multiple insertions: 

2x = 10 percent off 
3x = 15 percent off 
The 10th of each month is the 
deadline for the following 
months' issue. 


August Press 

Box 802 

Sicklerville, NJ 08081 
(609)728-4062 

Titles 

Black Journalists: 

The NABJ Story 

By Wayne Dawkins 
($12.95 ISBN 0-9635720-0-8) 
& 

Welcome to Exit 4: 
Enter at Own Risk 
By Rosemary Parrillo 
($12, ISBN 0-9635720-1-6) 

Both titles available 
at bookstores or direct 
from August Press 
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The Door of No Return: The Legend of Goree Island, is a new childrens 
book by Steven Barboza, J-'79. Two miles off the Senegal Coast, Goree 
was the holding place for captured Africans sold to the slave trade. Barbo¬ 
za traces his roots to nearby Cape Verde. He also tells a story of survival 
and pride. Published by Cobblehill Books, ISBN 0-525-65188-8. Ages 10+ 


O. J. & black jocks 

DETROIT - O J. Simpson and African- 
American athletes: Should we believe the 
media hype? "No," concluded an eight- 
member panel of athletes and journalists. 
The panelists concluded that the country's 
facination with the O.J. Simpson trial is 
rooted in the fact that Simpson was a nation¬ 
al hero and icon of athletic achievement. His 
fall from grace - and all the juicy details of 
money, sex and murder - have proven more 
captivating than a Hollywood movie. 

Here's what some of the panelists said: 

• Detroit Free Press 
sports columnist Rob 
Parker, J-’88, said 
cameras should be 
kept in Judge Lance 
Ito's courtroom to 
ensure balanced 
coverage. Parker 
said despite some of 
the media blunders that have been made, 
media coverage should not be restricted. 
That would fuel the rumor mill and violate 
the First Amendment 

• Former Detroit Pistons player Greg Kelser 
said black athletes must live exemplary lives 
and avoid people and situations that could 
blemish their reputations. 

•Detroit News sports columnist Terry 
Foster said many readers and viewers com¬ 
plain that the media focuses on stories about 
race or negative topics, but they do not re¬ 
member positive stories that are written. 

Roy Johnson, former Sports Illustrated 
senior editor, moderated the panel. The Oct. 
13 community event was coordinated by 
Elizabeth Atkins Bowman, '91, first vice 
president of the Detroit chapter of NABJ. 

We want to 
hear from you 

Let us know when you 
move, change jobs, reach 
milestones or just want to 
bring news to our attention. 


B.A.N. People 

James McBride, '80, signed a con¬ 
tract with Riverhead Books (division of 
Putnam) to finish a book that is part 
memior 
and story 
about his 
mother. 

The writer- 
musician also 
has a gig 
playing tenor 
saxophone in 
a band back¬ 
ing jazz & 
blues vocalist 

"Little" Jimmy Scott. Futhermore 
McBride is finishing production of his 
first album on Shanchie/Cachet 
Records featuring Native American 
vocalist Purafe. ... Congratulations to 
Elizabeth Atkins Bowman, '91, who 
married Victor Bowman June 18. She 
is a writer at The Detroit News and an 
officer with the local NABJ chapter. 


The N.Y. Associ¬ 
ation of Black 
Journalists Scho¬ 
larship and Awards 
Dinner is Friday, 

Dec. 2,6:30 p.m. 
at the Sheraton 
Hotel and Towers. Earl Caldwell, Char- 
layne Hunter-Gault and Randall Robin¬ 
son are among the honorees. Tickets are 
$150. Call Meta Mereday (516) 489- 
0120. The Garden State Association of 
Black Journalists (N.J.) awards program 
is Saturday, Dec. 10 at Crossroads 
Theater in New Brunswick. 

NOV. 4 is the application deadline 
for NABJ 1995 summer internships. 

Competition is open to sophomores, 
juniors, seniors and graduate students at¬ 
tending an accredited four-year college 
or university with a minimum 2.5 GPA. 
Candidates must be planning a career in 
the journalism or communications field. 

For applications contact NABJ, 

11600 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, 

Va. 22091. Or call (703) 648-1270. 


Despite some 
media blun¬ 
ders, media 
coverage 
should not 
be restricted 
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Jobline 

Institutional Investor is looking for 
an assistant editor in editorial research. 
Responsibilities include gathering data for 
directories and rankings for magazines 
spotting trends and interviewing senior 
executives. Knowledge of WordPerfect 
and Lotus a plus. Send resumes to The 
Personnel Department, Code A, 12th 
Floor, 488 Madison Ave., New York, NY 

10022.. . Red Lobster is looking for a 
writer/editor. Duties include publishing 
a monthly national newspaper with six 
divisional inserts; publishing a weekly 
E-mail newsletter; coordinating printing 
and distribution of publications and 
supervising an editorial associate. Contact 
Larry Gray, Red Lobster, 5900 Lake 
Ellenor Drive, P.O. Box 593330, Orlando, 
Fla. 32859-3330. Or call (407) 851-0370.. 
. The Village Voice is looking for two 
senior editors. The first position calls for 
an editor with strong interest in national 
and international politics to work 22 hours 
a week. Must be able to close major 
stories on tight Friday and Monday 
deadlines. The other job is for a senior 
editor/music. Involves assigning and 
editing. Must be knowledgeable in the 
field and be experienced in assigning and 
editing reviews and features as well as 
administering all aspects of an arts section. 
Send resume to Doug Simmons, 36 
Cooper Square, New York, N.Y. 10003- 

7118.. . The Burlington Free Press in 
Vermont (circulation 55,000) has these 
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openings: business editor; copyeditor 
and businessvriter. Send resume, clips, 
references and salary requirements to Juli 
Metzger, assistant managing editor, The 
Burlington Free Press, 191 College St., 
Burlington, Vt. 05401. Fax (802) 660- 

1802.. .The New Haven Register has 
these openings: Sports editor; assistant 
metroeditor; bureau reporter and 
business-eporter. Send resume and 
clips to Dave Funkhouser, managing 
editor. New Haven Register, 40 Sargent 
Drive, New Haven, Conn. 06511. 

Peek at the past 

Five years ago 
November 1989 

It's a long way from being a hard news 
mecca like New York, Washington, D.C. 
or Chicago, but Louisville (pronounced 
Lu-a-vull) is home to good, solid journal¬ 
ism that has won its dailies - The Couri¬ 
er-Journal and its former afternoon sister, 
the Louisville Times - nine Pulitzers, in¬ 
cluding the 1989 prize for staff coverage 
of the Carrollton, Ky. school bus crash. 

In one of the nation's worst tradgies of 
1988,24 children and three adults died in 
a schoolbus that burst into flames when it 
was struck by a drunk motorist driving 
the wrong way on the highway Saturday, 
May 14. True to its tradition, the C-J 
dogged the story, and largely as a result 
of its reporting and editorializing, laws 
were eventually changed after investiga 


tions proved that had the schoolbus 
been better designed, more lives may 
have been saved. 

Closer to home - next door in a 
building attatched to ours - C-J 
reporters, editors and photographers 
arrived at work on Sept. 14 to witness a 
massacre, on that took lives of nine 
people. A disgruntled former employee 
of Standard Gravure Corp. went on a 
rampage. Using an AK-47 assault rifle 
he shot 20 people before killing himself 
with a 9 mm pistol. 

Many of us watched in horror as the 
hearses pulled up to take our fallen 
friends away. Again, the C-J took up the 
gauntlet and in editorials lobbied for 
national gun control legislation. And 
already, the newspaper's position is 
having an impact. 

- Betty Winston Baye 

From Datelines, first-person accounts 
of life in the workplace and community. 

1994-95 Minorities job fairs 

Seven fall and winter minority jour¬ 
nalism job fairs are scheduled. 

They are co-sponsored by the 
American Society of Newspaper Editors 
(ASNE) and the Newspaper Association 
of America (NAA). 

Newspaper recruiters are to interview 
minority students for entry-level jobs 
and internships. Nov. 10-12 in Colorado 
Springs, Colo, and Nov. 18-19 in Detroit 
are the initial dates. 

Call (703) 648-1146 for information. 
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Stephen Gayle, 72 
scholarship winners 

Nearly $8,000 in scholarship and essay 
contest money was awarded this month to 
two college students, two high school stu¬ 
dents and a junior high school student in 
memory of 72 Columbia J-school alumnus 
Stephen Gaye. 

The students were recognized at the N.Y. 
Association of Black Journalists Scholarship 
and Awards Dinner Dec. 2 at the Sheraton 
Hotel and Towers. 

College scholarship recipients Brennon 
Marcano of Baruch College and DeQuendre 
Neeley Jr. of New York University each re- 
cieved $3,000. 

High school essay winners Keiva Dennis 
of Canarsie H.S. in Brooklyn and Denise 
Torres of Dodge Voc. H.S. in the Bronx 
each received $750. And Danique Simpson, 
a sixth grader from Brooklyn, received $200 
for her award-winning essay. 

Gayle, 34, died suddenly in 1982. At the 
time he was appointed managing editor of 
Black Enterprise magazine. Previously 
Gayle was a correspondent and deputy bu¬ 
reau chief for Newsweek in San Francisco 
and a reporter for the New York Post. 

Earl Caldwell, Charlayne Hunter-Gault 
and Randall Robinson are among the honor- 
ees at the gala. 

The Garden State Association of Black 
Journalists (N.J.) awards program is Sun¬ 
day, Dec. 11 at Crossroads Theater in New 
Brunswiick. 

'78 grad appointed editor in Fla. 

Addie Rimmer, 78, is editor of the Boca 
Raton, Fla. News. She was assistant manag¬ 
ing editor of the Long Beach, Calif. Press- 
Telegram. 

Maria Odum-Hinmon, '89, is now public 
affairs manager for Xavier University of 
Louisiana. She is also teaching journalism 
and mass communications courses at Xavier 
and Tulane University. Odum-Hinmon was 
a reporter with The Washington Post. 

(More people news on back page) 


Books by alums: A holiday list 


1994 was an exciting year for many Columbia 
Journalism Alumni who had books published. 

With the holidays being an ideal time to buy books 
as gifts we offer this list of titles we're aware of: 


• When Death Comes 
Stealing, Valerie Wilson 
Wesley,'82 (Putnam) 

• B-Boy Blues, 

James Earl Hardy, '93 
(Alyson Publications) 

• One Voice: A Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist 
tells stories about the 
black experience, 

Toni Y. Joseph, '86 
(The Dallas Morning 
News) $23.50 

• The Door of No Return: 
The Legend of 

Goree Island, 

Steven Barboza, 79 
(Cobblehill Books) $14.99 

• Say It Loud: The 
Story of Rap Music, 

K. Maurice Jones, '81 
(Millbrook Press) $12.95 

• Black, White, Other: 
Biracial Americans 
Talk About Race, Lise 
Funderburg, '91 (Morrow) 

• The Time: Portrait of a 
Journey Home: 

Esther Iverem, '83 
(Africa World Press) $9.95 

• The Black Women's 
Health Book: 

Speaking for Ourselves, 
Expanded Second Edition, 
Evelyn C. White, '85, 

(Seal Press) $16.95 
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Jobline 

The Village Voice is looking for an As- 
sociateAr t Director. Responsibilities in¬ 
clude art directing and designing articles 
and sections. This includes reading stories, 
consulting with the editor and design di¬ 
rector, assigning art, doing layouts and 
overseeing production of designated pag¬ 
es. Must have excellent design skills, 
knowledge of illustration, photography 
and typography, also, journalistic instincts, 
reading comphrehsion, conceptual abili¬ 
ties. Send resume to Ted Scott, Art De¬ 
partment, 36 Cooper Square, New York, 
N.Y. 10003-7118... The Burlington Free 
Press in Vermont (circulation 55,000) is 
looking for a full-time graphic designer. 
Opportunity for some page design. Must 
be experienced using Freehand and Quark. 
Send resume, clips and salary require¬ 
ments to: Deena Murphy, graphics editor, 
191 College St., Burlington, Vt. 05401. Or 
call (802) 660-1869. 

B.A.N. People 

Alarming analogy: In the November 
Emerge, Reginald Stuart, '71, wrote 
that the information superhighway is a lot 
like the interstate highway system of the 
1950s that disabled many black inner city 
areas because people reacted indifferently 
to its arrival. The lesson: Learn how to 
ride into cyberspace or be left at the curb 
(again)... .Karen Turner, '85, can be 
heard on WHYY-FM, Philadelphia, often 
as a fill-in host on Mediawatch or Radio 


Times, both call-in shows_In the No¬ 

vember/December Columbia Journalism 
Review, E.R . Shipp surveyed the 
black-owned press' take on the O.J. 
Simpson case. Point of view was sharply 
divided, from Simpson as another black 
male celebrity being tortured by the me¬ 
dia vs. why should blacks care about a 
figure who did not care about them? 

Peek at the past 

Ten years ago 
December 1984 

Five days before President Reagan's 
re-election, black journalists in New 
York City were briefed on how this 
administration is plugging lines of 
information to the public and eroding 
citizen rights. 

"The Bill of Rights is not being 
eroded, it is being liquidated," said Frank 
Chapman, executive director of the 
National Alliance Against Racism and 
Political Repression. 

"The ultra-right is institutionalizing 
itself. We're moving from de jure 
democracy to a de facto police state." 

Several speakers cited these examples 
of administration attacts on the free flow 
of information and citizen rights: 

• This maked a sharp increase in re¬ 
jections of Freedom of Information Act 
requests. Applicants must now pass a 
handful of tests to qualify, and the gov¬ 
ernment can look into their identities. 

Gerald Home, an attorney writing a 


book on WEB DuBois, was denied a 
copying fee waiver and told to make a 
$1,000 down payment for thousands of 
government documents on DuBois. U.S. 
officials contended information on Du¬ 
Bois ". . . will (not) result in primary 
benefit to the general public." 

• A pending anti-tenrorist bill would 
allow journalists to be arrested if they 
talked to resistance and anti-apartheid 
groups, such as the African National 
Congress or Southwest Africa People's 
Organization. 

Access to government information is 
important to minority communities be¬ 
cause it has revealed government abuses. 
FOIA documents revealed the FBI 
Counterintelligence Program (COIN- 
TELPRO) used in the 1960s to disrupt or 
neutralize black militant organizations. 
FOIA documents also revealed the gov¬ 
ernment had mainstream civil rights or¬ 
ganizations such as the NAACP under 
surveilance for 25 years. 

1994-95 Minorities job fairs 

Seven fall and winter minority jour¬ 
nalism job fairs are scheduled. 

They are co-sponsored by the 
American Society of Newspaper Editors 
(ASNE) and the Newspaper Association 
of America (NAA). 

Newspaper recruiters are to interview 
minority students for entry-level jobs 
and internships Feb. 2-4 in San Jose, 
Calif., and Feb. 9-10 in Tampa, Fla. 

Call (703) 648-1146 for information. 
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